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Library Open House April 4

® Tours, Entertainment Planned

Pauline Masson
Pacific Missourian Editor

Pacific Friends of the Library
will host an Open House Thursday,
April 4, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Pacific
Library, 111 Lamar Parkway.

Barb Schweissguth, library adult
programmer, said in addition to
the Friends introducing commu-
nity members to the new library, a
special evening of entertainment is

planned.

Pacific High School graduate Me-
lissa Fyr-Potter will sing Big Band
music along with her quintet —
Matt Sokeland, PSH music director,
on the drums, Alan Lambert on the
sax, Tim Garcia on the keyboard
and Andy Sample on bass.

Friends of the Library will lead
tours around the new 11,000-square-
foot library that opened Sept. 20.
Friends also will accept member-

ships.

The new facility is the sixth in-
carnation of a library in Pacific
since the Twentieth Century Study
Club created a public lending li-
brary here in 1937. The Pacific Li-
brary opened in a small building on
St. Louis Street.

The library has occupied the
Lille Thiebes home located on what
is now D’Angelos Pizza parking
« See Open House Page 2P

Autism Class
To Host Special
Ed Field Day

M April 9 at Football Field

By Pauline Masson
Pacific Missourian Editor

Special education students from throughout the Meramec
Valley R-III School District will attend a Special Education Field
Day Tuesday, April 9, at Pacific High School football stadium.

PHS special education teacher Traci Dewert’s autism class
will host the event with assistance from MCJROTC cadets
and Health Occupations students.

This is the second year of the field day created for special
education students.

“We have done Special Olympics in the past and have not
had much participation, so we came up with this idea so we
could involve all of our self-contained students in something
fun and get them moving and just celebrate themselves,”
Dewert said. :

Activities will include carnival type games and athletics
* See Autism Page 2P
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McNamees of Little Ireland

Danny McNamee and his team accepts the tro
Parade in Downtown Pacific Saturday, March 1€
Little Ireland T-shirts waved from the McNamees
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lot, the first Pacific pub-
lic school building on West
Osage, where Clarkson Eye
Care is now located, which
is where it became part of
the Scenic Regional library

CONTINUED FROM 1p-

participation events,

he event coordinates
with  Autism Awareness
Week, April 8-12, and World
Autism Awareness Day.

World  Autism Aware-
ness Day (WAAD) can trace
its roots back to Nov. 1,
2007, when the U.N first

Eagles Continye P
Tn Pav Nff | un rh

system.

In 1969, the library was
moved to 140 W, St. Louis,
the site it occupied for 25
years. In 2004, the library
moved across West St. Lou-
is Street into the building
at 119. The new building on

Lamar Parkway brings Pa-
cific’s library to a state-of-
the-art book and technology
center.

“We  hope people will
come to see what we have in
Pacific,” Schweissguth said,
“and to hear Melissa sing.”

requested that g day be es-
tablished to raige awareness
about autism.

In December that year,
World  Autism - Aware-
ness Day was established ag
a holiday on April 2 of every
year.

“This year we want ag
many schools to help us

celebrate and pPromote Au-
tism Awarenegs week as
Possible,” a WAAD spokes-
person said. “With one in
every 100 people thought
to have autism,  join-
ing us for Autism Aware-
ness Week could help make
a difference to the lives of
thousands of families.”
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