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Brevaeroad 0ld Monvoe; Ba.m
*Communty carvash to benefit Aielmers As- :
soclation, Oak Pointe, Warrenton, 10am=2pm.
"Woofstock, Diekroeger Park, Wright City, 10
am-2pm : i
 1Backtoschool ice cream party, grades Bth
- Scenle Reglonal Library Warrenton, 1230130
- pm.RSYR
sLive music; Lake CreelenemH pm:
sLive muslc, CedarLakeCelIa;s. I4pm.
sFaumily Ties ‘ADrive lcaBemembef gulfﬁ.ndr
raiser; Warrenton Golf Course, 130pm. .~
slive music Deerﬁeld‘sonMaln.G 9pm,
D Sunday, Aug. 25
nBLnldey Exhibit; W@rremComtyMueumM "
P
slive rnusic, Ceda.rLake Qella;sJ-4p m
oLive misic, Lake Greek Winery,1-4 pm.
+Dance, Frank Stanekand the Country. letts,
Lions Club, Warrenton, I4pm. .
b Monday, Au ; o
Warren ComlyCemmlsS]on admrn\stratlon
bullding9am.
; 'sstoryﬂmeforﬁeschoolers. Scenlc Reglonal
\Warrenton 630pm .
-Warrenton Etksblngo, 630 pm.
| +Al-Anon, College Unlted! Methodist Church,
Warrenton, 7pm. &
sWiright City Lions Club, 7410 pm.
*Alcohiollcs Anonymous GroUp 130 meetmg.
senlor center,8-9pm.

- D Tuesday, Aug. 27

“Warren County Commission, adminlsration.
bualding, gam .

!Wf ght City Chamber of Commerce meétlng,
~ WilHelliger Activity Building, Wright City;
© lAsam:
+Kiwanis Club of Warrenton Area meeting,
 Olivers Restaurant, 289\, Veterans Memorial
- Farkwy, WAWWMDOM 72 :
o lduW;thSﬂcks, crochetor knitting lasorrs, X
oS ,cRegiona'tubmry, Warrenton,1pm:.
- sWarren County Famers andAmsans Markeh
Warrenton City HallPavilion, 330-6 pm.
" {Take OFf Pounds Senslbly, Grace Bible Church,
254455, Highway 47, Warrenton, 515 pm.
Cocalne Anonymous, 116 5/ Malne st, Bell-
flower, 545 pm.
sArcher Alexander, Mlssourlslaveamf.l\merkan :
~ Hero, Scenlc Reglonal Ubrary,Wanmtqn, §1
pm. RSVR
+Curricula night; Liberty Chrisﬂan Academy 2
i mhthough 12th grade students, ¢ 6,30-?4

> W&dnesday, Aug; 28 ;

_ «Take Off Pounds Sensibly, First Baptist Church,-

104 Hedeman, Wright City, 9am.

sLemonade stand to benefit Alzhelmers Assoca- -

tion; Oak Polnte, Wartenton, 10 am-2 pm.

+Story Time for Preschoolers, Scenic Reglona.l
Library, Wright City,J0am. - :

“Warrenton Elks bingo,10am.

+OATS Transportation Comittee meeting,
nutrition center, Warrenton, 1 p.m. :

; -ANmeledlbookclubScenicReglonal ik

Spm.RS‘JP
-Truesdale Bqard afAIdennen. city hall 530 -
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The bank has been operated by four generations of their fami y. Standing,

Gere Ruge, Aimee Beaudet and'lsobel Ruge.

BANK
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Ruge said, and purchased the holdings
of several other banks that went under
during that time period. For many de-
cades through the mid-20th century,
EMB was the only bank in anht City,
Ruge said.

She commented that their grand-
mother, Nellie Ruge (herself a former
president), was proud to recall that FMB

came through the Great Depression

healthy enough to qualify for FDIC in-
surance in 1935, two years after the fed-
eral program was first established. Cor-
win Ruge Sr. was president at the time.

Since those early years, FMB has built
a long history in Wright City, including
once being robbed of $21,800, Corri
Ruge commented. Melinda Bruning, the
woman'who helped police catch the rob-
bers by recalling their license plate, was
afterward offered a job at the bank.

In 1955 the bank moved from its origi-
nal location on First Street to its current
- location at the corner of Second Street
and Elm Street, Other expansions and
remodels have come throughout, the

‘years, The bank abbreviated its name

Record photo/Adam Rollins,

FMB in 2007. '
Community bank

As generations of Ruges have operated
the bank, they've built relationships with
generations of customers and longtime
employees. Ruge said those deep con-
nections are one of the defining qualities
of their bank, and each of them still in-
teracts with customers.

“You'll see Kristin doing computer and
working the drive-thru just like every-

body else,” she said.

“T would hate to lose that,” Beckmeyer
added. “I like feeling like we're doing
something that has a purpose, that it
helps somebody. I love it if somebody is
trying to buy a house and we can make
that happen for them. I like it if a little
kid comes in and he wants to put his $10
in someplace safe and feel really faney.”

There have been challenges to run-
ning an independent, small-town com-
munity bank. People are less likely to
assume FMB has t%e same convenienc-
es as banks with many branches, Ruge

“said. But the bank has worked to keep

its technology and programs up to date
while staying focused on its services to
customers and community.

Working along with the Ruge fam-
ily, some of the bank’s other employ-

. ees have worked at FMB for decades.

from Farmers and Merchants Bank: tp:

rom left, are Trae

KKristin (Ruge) Beckmeyer, Owen Beckmeyer and Marcella (Ruge) Holiway. Other family mem
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Beckmeyer said the longest serving
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and teachers.

“We had a lot of bright-
eyed and wide-open eye-
balls on the sixth-graders,”
Allison commented. “(Fac-
ulty) have done a real good
job of helping them under-
stand that thisis a little dif-
ferent. ... They've done a
good job of keeping things
routine and comfortable.”

The teachers and students
in all grades have spent

some time getting to know
each other and doing team
building, he said.

Along with the change to
the school week, Allison said
the middle school is provid-
ing a learning lab at the end
of school days to help fulfill
students’ individual needs.
The school is also adopting

a program from the high -
‘dance at the schools is 1

school ilevel to proactively
help students keep up with
their homework,

Allison himself is new to
the school district this year,
and said he has received a
positive welcome.

“T felt a lot of supj
from the staff and com:
nity, Lots of people are ¢
ing by, getting to know
and are excited about v
we're doing,” Allison s
“It's been really posil
really exciting. I'm lool
forward to every day.”

Attendance up sligh

Klinginsmith said at

ly close to what it was
year, up about 15 stud:
across the entire dist
As of Friday, Aug. 16, 3,
were enrolled in the dist

That  number  ct
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at both East and West El-
ementary schools enjoyed

recently completed - new
playﬁrounds
e new playgrounds

have been a huge hit,” said
Buck. “The kids are: Ioving
s

lege to offer dual enroll-
ment programs, with seven
students taking courses.on
campus. There also are at

least 20 students opting to °

take college classes online,
“If you’re a parent in
erght City right now, this
might be a great opportu-
nlty for your child, because
we're not only paying for
the ACT but also potentially
un to two vears of college

rolled for the first ser
ter, they have the optio
sign up for second seme
classes.

There is also a teen |
ership sophomore clas:
part of the district’s effo
prepare students for car
and college by develo
important “soft” skills.

Within the classroc
new interactive panels
enhanced capabilities ]



