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It m1ght be easier for me.
to just copy and paste last
week’s column and change a
few Words ,

'eglonal lerary S ','

Tnion branch.

New lera‘ry |

the dirt started 3 moving and

a building rose from that
empty field.

T watched with inter-

yest and Wondered what the

oduct was going i

‘bigger than it seemed from

whole thlng The space was

the outside. ~'
I think the key to the ‘
hing is the hlgh eil-

I'll be honest, bi
sn’t impressed, | of

se I'm an idiot.

,dovvs .
should have,been obwous,,’[

amount of work just blew
ind. The library is a
ve undertaking that

resses in every 1magin- '

able way.

It’s crazy ‘to me that the
project is now (mostly) fin-
ished. When T took over as

Union editor in April 2018,
one of the first notes 1 got,,

was about the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the new
library. , /

1 remember

outside on a hot May morn-

ing and staring out into an
empty space full of grass,
dirt and trees. Scenic Re-
gional Library  Director
Steve Campbell ::stood in
front of the nothmgness and
described ‘a major undertak-
ing.

“Injusta few months this
space would be transformed
he said. More parking, more
room, more features. It was
going tobe the Union library
everyone knew but bigger
and better. '
+:The - blueprints: ~ looked
nice, but I really wasn’t sure
what to-expect. Eventually

—

they - were mostly covered

- while crews kept. Workmg on

the outside.

While the Wmdows were
hidden, I thought the build-
ing was pretty bland. Once
I'saw what the building ac-
tually looked liked from the
outside; I was intrigued.

At least: once a week I
drove -over there to watch

/ ' the construction progress
standmg -

nap a few pictures. On
one trip last month, I ran
into Campbell in the park-
ing lot. He invited me inside
for a tour while they were
putting the finishing touch-
es on the library.

Campbell told me back.at
the groundbreaking that the
whole thing was just big-
ger — more meeting rooms,
more room for books, more
parking spaces, more, more
more. The first look really
gave a glimpse of how that
was going to happen.

The library was devoid of
things like books and com-
puters; so all ‘I got to see
was the massive scale of the

‘was just going to work from i

been a part

‘was blown aw

whole thing.

Every person Italked to
kept saying how impressed
they were. James Schwent- |
ker, the Union Missourian’s [

‘ad-rep,  was: there and we

talked -about just how nice
everything was. He Joked
that he was to's
coming into t

the library instead. I said I'd |
join him — it just seemed s0 [
comfortable. '

It was really cool th,
next day when it opened to
the public and b‘egan, filling

kids have a blast m th
children’s area was a goo:
sign that thmgs Were done
right. ' -

watch it the entire way dur-
ing my-tenure as the editor.

If you haven’t been there,
I implore you to check it out.



Of;her meeting rooms-exist on
the éastern side ‘of the library.

Meeting space is ‘expected” to
triple from what’s currently of-

“fered. o

Wednesday

The facility will Have a’dedi-

. cated teen area, adult lounge

* See Library Page 2U

New Union Library Op

The Qid Union branch has
been closed since Friday, Aug. 9,

in order to move to the new loca-

By Joe Barker

tion. The new branch is located
at 251 Union Plaza Drive near

The new Scenic Regional Li-
brary is set to open to the public -

Wednesday, Aug. 21 .

Union Missourian Editor
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Pasta House and off Indepen-

.dence Drive.
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The library:is set fo open to

the public at 8'a:m.”

The new building‘ is épprdxi— S

LIBRARY

 CONTINUED FROM1U__
~ with fireplace and café,

- three outdoor patios with
seating, drive-up book
drop, 1,900 square feet of
public meeting space, three

study rooms and other

- amenities.
The children’s area will

feature a giant touch-
. screen tablet, LEGO tables,

“be installed at the branch
v ; ber e

magnet walls and other ac-

. tivities.

A self-check system will

pleted |

 the past 18 months.

The library will have all.

new furniture and ameni-

ties when it opens. One of
~ those features is a bigger
- parking lot., o

o= The new

~ have 106 parking spaces,
“more than double at the

current building,

- The location for the new . anc L
building was chosen af- * chips and soda.

3

‘brary’s current . loc

ge, easy 011t
ation off Highway 50.

Total costs are expecte

ig engineers deci
_ seen ag more opti

ree-county area in _ New units had t

ter exploring several sites
~along the Highway 47 cor-
ridor, downtown, the li--

oo, east of its current in

Campbell said the win-
ter was tough on the con-
struction schedule. He said
‘with the number of days
lost to weather issues, the
project was delayed at least
a month.

The opening was pushed
back into August after
engineers reviewing the.
plans for the HVAC system
decided to make a change.
The plans call for a zone
system where certain units
control a certain number of
areas. Campbell said the
‘ to redo

“the'zones'in-a wa

dered meaning the earliest
the project could finish was"
Auwgust.
Grand Opening
A grand opening event
“will be held Saturday, Sept.

library, k i:kvitll"lzl‘,ffr'om 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The event will feature a
bounce house, face paint-
_ing, balloon artist, music
and free hot dogs, popcorn,

~ There will be a dedica-
tion ceremony at 11:30
a.m. featuring guest speak- .
. ers Missouri Secretary of
State Jay Ashcroft, Mis-
 souri State Librarian Rob-
An tphal and Franklin
y Presiding Commis-

d sioner Tim Brinker.

" The Union Area Cham-

to be between $6 million

~to $6.5 million. The project
was made possible by the
library’s first-ever voter-
approved tax increase in
2014. -
~Construction on the  li-
‘brary started in the sum-
mer of 2018. A formal
groundbreaking was held
in May 2018.

" The original goal was to
have the library open in
the spring of 2019, but that
target was moved to June
after construction started
later than anticipated. The
target was again moved :
‘back this spring. ‘ ’

ber of Commerce also will
hold a ribbon cutting. .
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Gets Edg

Secretary of State

e Grant

Announced Thursday

M1ssour1 Secretary of
State Jay Ashcroft - an-
nounced Thursday that the
Scenic Regional Library has
been awarded a $6,238 Edge
Action Plan Grant. :

The grant will be used to
add a self-checkout station
at the new Union branch of
Scenic Regional Library to
provide faster and ‘indepen-
dent access to the library’s

circulation, reader advisory.
and online reg1strat10n ser-

vices.

The new Union branch'

opened Aug. 21. The branch
is located at 251 Union Pla-
2a Drive mear. Pasta House
and off Independence Drive.

“Our libraries are an in-

valuable resource to Missou- -

rians, offering public access
.toa wide array of materials
and technology, Ashcroft

“trons.”

said. “These grants ensure

'libraries have the funds

they need to offer quahty
’ technology-based servic
and programs to. the1r ’pa

The Unlon branch plans

to celebrate the end of con- 1

struction with a grand open-
ing
Sept. 14, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Ashcroft will be a guest
speaker

The event will feature:a
~bounce house, face pamtmg, :

_balloon artist,. music and

free hot dogs, popcorn, chips
‘and soda.

‘There will be a dedica-
tion ceremony at 11:30 a.m.
featuring guest speakers.:
In addition to Ashcroft,
‘Missouri State Librarian
Robin Westphal and Frank-
« See Grant Page 2A

—

0

missioner Tim Brinker will

gagement.

‘ceremony  Saturday,

make remarks.

The Union Area Chamber

of Commerce also will hold a
ribbon cuttmg

Edge is a- natlonally rec-

ggmzed tool that helps li-

heir tech-

based on a

set of nat nal technology
benchmarks, giving them

resources, recommendatmns

The Edge Action Plan
Grants provide funds to as-
sist public libraries in com-
pleting goals they set from
using Edge. Projects may
address needs for new. or

services or the replacement -
of outdated technology at the
library, as identified through
an Edge Assessment

_sou
expanded  technology-based oy

‘ Pr
a total of 15 grant apphca-
tions in the 2020 fiscal year, .
totaling $158,934 in federal

~awards that the secretary’s

office has. distributed to li-
braries throughout MIS-

.The ;grants are funded
by the: Library Services and

“Technology Act through th
U.s. . Institute of Miglseun?
| and lerary Serwces
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Reading to Rover
The new Union branch of
the Scenic Régional Library
will close out the month
of August with Reading to
Rover Thursday, Aug. 29,
he event wil] run from 5

t0.6 p.m. and give ‘visitors
‘a chance to Dractice their -
‘reading skills by reading to
~therapy dogs. For more in-

formation for any program,
call 636-583—3224, stop by

“the branch, or vigit scenicre-
‘glonal.org.



Quilting Lessons

Scenic Regronal Library’s Melissa Garber nght showed off her qurltlng skills Thursday, Sept 5. Garber
who has been quilting for 14 years, taught a class on quilting at the new Union branch. Students learned the
 basics. The group is working on making a quitt that will eventually be donated to Grace’s Place Crisis Nursery.

‘Watching Garber quilt is Aubree Wrssman

o ) S Mrssourlan Photo/Joe Barker




