
Satui'day, Oec.4, attheirhall on
the corner of Highway 28 and
Walnut. Pancakes, sausage and
scrambled eggs are onthe menu.

OWENSVILLE'S Board
of Aldermen is scheduled to
meet at 7 p.m.Monday, Dec.
6 at City Hall. The meeting is
open to the public.

HERMANN AREA Dis-
trict Hospital's Board of Direc-
tors heard a Nov. 22 repoft flom
Christine Lewis who updated
them on patient statistical and
financial results for October.
Patient activity for most deparl-
ments continues to exceed 2020
activity but is still less than
pre-COVID activity of 2019.
National predictions are that
hospital activity in 2022 will
continue to be less than pre-
COVID activity which will be
reflected in the budget which
will be discussed at the Dec.
20 meeting. Even though the
hospital was able to contract
with agency nursing staff, the
hospital continues to have to
reduce the acceptance of some
skilled transfers due to losses of
staff. The hospital is still show-
ing a year-to-date profit due to
COVID funds that were re-
ceived fi'om the govemrnent. In
November the hospital received
the202l unaudited cost report
settlement of $730,000 and an
adjustment of$820,000 to 202 1

Medicare underpayments. This
assists in offsetting the over $ 1.5

million that has been spent out
ofreserves to maintain staffing.
Both these repayments were
due to the govemment having
paid less than hospital costs in
2020 and y ear-to-date in 2021 .

The hospital cumently has 30
less employees than it had in
2017. Twenty positions were
eliminated to reduce cost but
an additional 1 0 personnel have
also left due to the economics
and pressures of COVID. Holi-
day pay rates were retumed to
pre-COVID rates to assist in
covering holidays.

SPRING-LIKE weather is
predicted for the Friday evening
downtown festival ofChristrnas
lights parade in Owensville.

tor of Fine Arts Roger Kelley if
Owensville High School would
like to parlicipate in creating the
State's President's Park omaments
this year," said Bayless. "What an

honor! And, we hadthe perfect class

for it. Our Drawing class is full of
great, hardworking artists. They ran
with it and did a phenomenal job."

From state flowers to notable
landmarks, students across the
nation created omaments that cel-
ebrate the places they call home, ac-
cording to organizers ofthe display.

TheAmerica Celebrates display
is one of the highlights of the Na-
tional Christmas Tree experience.
In parlnership with NPR CBS
will broadcastthe 2021 ceremony
on Sunday, Dec. 5, from B:30 to
9:30 p.m.

LL COOL J is scheduled to host
the ceremony, with Billy Porter,
Chris Stapleton, H.E.R., Juanes,

Keb' Mo', Kristin Chenoweth,

the NPS planted a new National
Christmas Tree. The new tree is a
27-foot white fir (Abies Concolor)
from Middleburg, Pa. ThenewNa-
tional Christmas Tree will be lit for
the first time on Thursday (Dec. 2)
during the 99thNational Christmas
Tree Lighting ceremony.

Owensville High School art
students participating in the proj ect
were Jersey Reynolds, Kayden
Wood, Jocelyn Benson, Jordan
Snodgrass, Alyssa Manning, Ma-
rina Kitchell, Katelynn Bertram,
Kelby Schoenfeld, Peyton Lair-
more, Alexis Kohrmann, Kaori
Butler, Shaelyn Walka, Kiera Finn,
Secret Maylee, Madilynn Seaman,
Steven Brandhorst, Samuel Hoff-
man. and Zachary Stogsdill.

(Those interested in viewing
one ornamentfrom each ofthe 58
schools participating in display are
directed to the website thenation-
altree.org).

Columbia Handbell
Ensemble presents
afternoon concert
Dec. ll in Hermann

HERMANN -Aft er a two-year
pandemic shutdown, the Columbia
Handbell Ensemble (CHE) returns
to Hermann for a free holiday
concert on Safurday, Dec. 11, at St.

George Catholic Church on West
Fourth Street.

This is the t3th year Hermann
has hosted this nationally acclaimed
community-based handbell en-
semble which performs during

holiday festivities.
For the first time, however,

the concert will take place in the
'aftemoon, so be sure to mark your
calendars for a 2 p.m. concert not
an evening show.

Included on the program will be
songs celebrating holiday favorites
I ike "We Three Kings," "Ukrainian
Bell Carol," "Sleigh Ride," and
many others.

The concert is free and open to
the public.

It is co-sponsored by the Her-
mann Arts Council, Peoples Sav-
ings Bank and the city of Colum-
bia's Office of Cultural Affairs.

Scenic Regional offers check outs
for Chromebooks, Wi-Fi hotspots

Over 300
Chromebooks with
builrin Wi-Fi and
100 Wi-Fi hotspots
are now available at
all Scenic Regional
Library locations for
a six-month check-
outperiod. The devices, whichhave
unlimited data, are also available to
Washington Public Library patrons.

To check out a device, indi-
viduals must be over the age of 18.

Only one device is available per
household, but up to 15 devices

can be connected
to a Wi-Fi hotspot
at the same time. If
interested in check-
ing out one of the
new devices, pa-
trons shouldvisitor
contact their local

branch.
The devices were made available

to the library through a $246,498
Federal Emergency Connectiv-
ity Fund Grant, awarded Oct. 12.

The grant also covers the devices'
monthly Wi-Fi fees.


