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Children's Services Round Table began in the haarts and minds of 
several librarians in Missouri who served children to the fullest 
of their energies. Chief of these were Jean Merrill of the Kansas 
City Public Library, and Leone Garvey at the St. Louis Public Library 
who had formerly been Supervisor, Children's Work, Public Library, 
Berkeley, California, and Marion Albrecht, Daniel Boone Regional 
Library. They had been concerned that the Missouri Library .Associ­
ation should recognize such. services to children and youth and should 
present related programs at the annual HI.A fall conventions. 

In August of 1964, the State Library hired Thusnelda Schmidt from the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, as_ the first Children's Services Con-, 
sultant. Her encouragement gave impetus to this desire, and on Octo­
ber 8, at Jean Merrill's invit~ticn, HargaretElder:ry, Chil(!rcn's 
Editor, Harcourt, Brace, came to speak at one of the General Ses~ion~ 
of the HLA Conference held at, Tan-·rar-A located at the Lake of the 
Ozarks. All persons interested in library services to children ertd 
yeutii'1Jere invited to meet later that evening to discuss the important 
task. of providing excellent library service to children throughout the 
state. of Missouri. 40 interested librarians enthusiastically supported 
the suggei.tion that a Children 1 s Services group - made up of public, 
school, college, special librarians and trustees - become a Section of 
Round Table,. of the HLA organization, and as such be given ti:a:e at: t:~1e 

annual confarences 'for programs representation. With r\~corr..uenu,'l.tic,r:. 
fl:oin Miss Schmidt, a group was sel~cted to investigate this possibility. 
Steei-ing Co!Cli.ttee, aa it was then de~ignated, included the followins: 

V~ss, Jean Merrill, Director, Work with Children, 
Kansas- City Public Library 

Miss, Marion Albrecht, Acting Director 
Daniel Boone Regional Library 
Columbia, Missouri 

Mrs. Ruth Fleming, Supervisor of Elementary Libraries 
Jefferson City Public Schools 

Miss Leone Garvey, Supervisor of Children's Work 
St.. Louis Pub lie, Library 

Y.dss Thusnelda Schmidt, Consultant for Children's -Services 
Secretary ~1issouri State Library 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
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Dt1ring late, J.964, a two-fold request was sent by Jean Her-rill t:u 
Donnell. .r.: Gaertner of St. Louis, President of I-ILA: 

(1) . "That: time be set asid?. ct the HI.A Con£erence for a 
lun~heon meeting Gi'Onscred by the chi ldren'::; librP.rians· 
at which time a specialist would talk on story-telling, 
and that later in: the evening of the same day there 
would be an informal story-telling session: with selected 
Missouri. story-tellers participating . " 

\ 
\ 

(2) . That members of the• Si:eering Committee meet with the MI.A 
Executive· Board. at an early· date to explore the possibility 
of having, as a part of HI.A's Section, or Round Table for 
those. working with children in all types of libraries. 

The. answer· came· from Mr. Gaertner on Harch 10, advising that the HI.A 
Executive Board had approved the suggestion for programing, but had 
postponed a consideration of the request for a. Round Table until the 
annual. conference in the fall of the year. The petition to the c:~ac­
utive board stated that: 11Such a round table would provid~ for a 
continuing progr::?!!l within Y.d.,,\ for tho::;e members working in the, area 
of Cl:ildren 1 

::; books· and services in all types of libraries. It would, 
cut across:- the'. present divisional organization of: 11LA~ We do not 
feel thct this would. lead to fragmentation, since children:.' s librarians 
already belo.ng to one or more of the divisions and would continue to 
do• so-. Wet are confident that it would help strengthen libra:.."Y services 
to children throughout the state. 11 Finally a formal presentA.tion wns. 
made by the Committee, and approval was granted on C-eptember 30, 1965 
for a Children's Se_rvices Round Table in the Missouri I.:.brary J .~r-:ocia!:1.::m. 

Meantime,. the Steering Conn:r.i.ttee had assumed renponsibility for find­
ing a suitable program relating to Children's Services as well as one 
that:-Y:ould he of interest to the entire membership. Though time wa:3 
short after Hr. Gaertner 1 s. latter was received,. contact wa::; made with 
Margaret Hodges, author of The Wave, well-known story-teller, Special 
Ass' t of the Pittsburgh Carnegie· Library,. and personal friend of 
Thusnelda Schmidt. She agreed to come and speak on September 30, to 
the- 2nd General Session of the HI.A Conference in Columbia, Missouri 
at the Tiger, Hotel. The title· of her talk was nT.elling Tales Out of 
School"> stressing the value and. importance o.f continuing, the telling 
of stories beyond· ·the preschool years. She· charmed her audience with 
the . telling of several folktales and the entire. program was a great 
success. Further follow-up plans have been made with Stephens College 
to have a 11Story-telling Festival 11 in the Penthouse of the Hugh Stephens 
Library after. the dinner meeting when many of the good story-tellers. 
throughout the state performed for an interested audience. 



In October, the newly ele.cted President of :MLA, Dr. Anurew J. F:?t nn 
verified by letter the approval of the Executive Board, and also 
informed the. Committee that membership blanks would be revised to 
include the listing of the neu Children's Services, Round Table. He 
also suggested that the current Ste2ring Committee. act. on behalf 
of the Round T.::..ble. until an organizational meeting coul d ba plaimed. 

This meeting was being considared and indicated in a letter dated 
December 3, 1965 from Jean Merrill. Encour.iged by the •enthusiastic 
reception of the first planned program, the Steering Committee met on 
November 20, 1965 to prepare for the 1966 MLA Conference, and the 
following letter sets forth the results of the session: 

''We all agreed that the organizational machinery of the new 
Round Table should be kept to a minimum, with only a Chairman, 
a: Secretary-Treasurer ar.d a Steering Committee of five to 
include the two officers, the State Library Consultant for 
Children's Services as a continuing member and two others." 

I n thinking ahead to the NLA Conference to be held in Kans.::.s City, 
November 16-18, 1966, we are requesting a progr;o.m session to be held 
on Thursday, November 17, 0-nd rn organizational breakfast meeting 
t±e· following morning, the 18th. We suggest the breakfast meeting 
in an offer to avoid a conflict with the division business meetings 
usually scheduled simultaneously. 

The luncheon or dinner session we propose sponsoring on ThurdJay, 
the 17th. would be of interest to the whole MLA membershi?. F0r ~ 
speaker, we suggest Mr.. Harry Behn. The author of a nu:1:her cf L1.11e 

children's bocks Mr. Behn hes also achieved an enviable reputation 
as a speaker. He has participated in a work:;hop on Poetry at the 
University of Calif0rnia in Berkeley, addressed the National Council 
of Teachers and English Conventlon in Cleveland, Ohio in' November., 
1964, a~d appeared at a Chi l~r cn's, Book Week Program in the Central 
Children ' s Ream of the NeW' York Public Library. His address before 
the tlOTE - "Poetry, Fantasy and Reality,n appeared as the lead article 
in Elementary English, April, 1965 pp . . 335-61. We feel that Mr. Behn 
would add a _great deal to t he conference program, and if you approve, 
I will be glad to approach his editor · Margaret McElderry, Harcourt, 
Brace......" 

The program was considered excellent and the Committee was urged to 
continue with present plans. · They culminated on November 17thewhen 
the members met Mr. Behn in the Mue&lbach Lobby, escorted him to the 
Golden Ox for dinner, and then heard his talk at the 8:00 p.m. Third 
General Session in the Trianon Room of the Hotel Muehlbach in Kansas 
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City, Missouri, with J ·ean Merrill ·presiding. The t~tlu of his, 
speech was: "Organic and Fractured Poetry." 

Leone. Garvey compiled a bibliogr.:iphy of Poetry· for Children which 
wasi given to t!iose· attend:f.ng aild a. Reception was held :or Hr. !l~hn 
immediately following the Ge.:i2ral Session. 

the· Organizational Break£as t was held November 18, at 7: 45 in the 
Burgundy Room· of the Muehlbach with a record crowd att~nding·. TalHes 
seating eight. to; ten were· used and. a number given to, each person so 
that:: there· would be a "mixing'r of groups. for a better exchange of 
ideas. All in attendance were asked to complete a form in regard 
to their positions and interest, which were later used as a mailing 
list for Children.' s- Services Round Table. 

the: Steering Committee- had elected 2 from its, group and -Z other ESRT 
members as a nominating committee to draw up a slate· of officers:: for 
election at the organization'3.l brcak;ast. It was suggested that the 

"Committee Chairman be from St. Louis for this time, and th.J.t the 
Children's Consultant: at the Missouri. State Library be the continuing 
member to serve as Secretary. It ~as also felt that after the election, 
two· of the first four members· should. serve two years aud the other t:wo 
one year. In this way two year terms could be staggered to provide 
additional continuity for the committ ee," in the future. Those elected 
were::, 

Mrs .. Grace- Spear, Chairman (2 years) November 1966-Noveraber 1968 
Gladys Deever (l year) Novel'lher 1966-November· 1967 
Helen Mardorf (2 years) N~v~mbcr 1966-Novem½er 1968 
Carolyn Peteroon (1 year) November 1966-Nov1;:mber 1967 

The or:f.ginal Steering Commit-::ee offere.d to meet with the newly elected 
Commi.ttee in the Children1 s Library of the K.C . P.L. after the afternoon 
Divisional, meetings. This was,, done and the type of program to be 
considered for the. following years were discussed. 

From this date of November 18', 196€, when the second Steering Commi.ttcc 
began its leadership, the structure of the Children's Services Round 
Table remained approximately the same, with a hard-working· Steering 
Committee of five that year after· year attempted to bring a program 

- to; the· MI.A membership which related to the interests of all who worked 
with youth in our Missouri. librarians.. The initial breakfast meeting 
held- in Kansas. City set the pattern for an annual Breakfast Meeting, 
during the MI.A Conference. Steering· Committee members are chosen at 
this time. 

https://attend:f.ng
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I.11 a letter written July 25, 1.967 to Sallie Hcncer~on asking her ::,.J 
be a nomine~ for the C3RT Committee we find this infor~ation whi~h 
further clarified the simple organizationel policy. 11The organizational 
machinery of CSRT is to be kept at a minimimn - a Steering Connnittce of 
five, four to be members of MLA who have indicated an interest in 
children's se:::-vices, the fif.tlL to b~ thee. Stc:.tc Librn..--y Concultant of 
Children's Services. Two new mambers are to Le elected e~.ch yen.r, 
to serve a two-year term. This makes for co11tit1uity on the committee. 
When making nominations the following is kept in mind - that both 
public. and school librarians be represented, that various regional 
areas of the state as well as in the metropolitan areas be· represented. 

What does this. involve? Usually 3 Saturday· meetings to make pla1.1s for 
the CSRT programs at MLA and to bring any and all suggestions that 
would help further library work .<'.mong children and youth. There are 
no funds to draw on~ so committee members do have to make the trip 
at their own expense." 

Attached is a listing of the names of the Steering Committ~es and the 
programs which were planned. for those succeeding years. (The .succeeding 
programs should be added to t11is list nnd be kept up-to- data). Ccn­
tinuad below are other developm::mts which should be a part of this, history. 

At the beginning o;- 1968, all i n CSRT were shocked and :;haken at the 
unti:nely d2ath of Thusnelda Schmidt in a highway accident betwaen 
Jefferson City and Columbia on January 20th. She not only oei.'"'1ed as 
our· advisor and secretary, but she had provided much of the inc.p~;ra.tion. 
for· the innovative progr~ beg,.in at the 1·1LA Conferences, hi:..l p:.:,~vidcd 
tha encourager.:ien1:· to seek for c:s-:c~J.lence in the sreakers and subjects 
presented, and through the cot:;tant co~mication from her office·; 
gave the cohesiveness to the loosely-knit org.inization that it needed. 

At. the time of Thusnelda's death, there were I!mny who desired to con­
tribute to her- memory in some way. A Memorial was suggested from various 
groups. and it was finally decided that a Scholarship Fund would be handled 
by the Missouri Library Association. Moneys did come in and were invested, 
but the total was not enough to establish any large continuing scholarship. 
tater, then, in: 1973, the Committee ·approved the use of the money for the 
cost of speakers brou;ht to the Children1 s Services Round Table Breakfast 
programs. This, the organization also approved, feeling that such use 
of the memorial fund would be a pleasing memory to !husnelda Schmidt. 
The first Schmidt Lecture was held at the CSRTBr1:.akfast on September 21, 
1974 at Stauffer's Inn in St. Louis, Missouri. Miss Eve Mel:'riam, poet 
and author, was the speaker for that occasion. 

I 
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Other benefits to all librarians working with children, particuls:dy 
those who were· me:ir.bers of CSRT, were the workshops that Hiss Schmidt, 
in. her three and a half short years in Missouri, had developed in 
various sections of the state on;.."Story-telling.11 She had planned 
for one to be: held at the State: Library in the· Spring: of 1968. She 
had involved many members of. CSR'r both in the· planning and. tha par­
ticipation. of th3.t workshop. A Book Selection Conference, culminated 
in_ the following excellent. program dedicated to Thusnelda Schmidt's 
met:iory: 

\ \ 

'Iheme: Builcing and Maintaining a Collectioc for Children 
Director: Miss Florence Butler, Di:rector of. Work With Children 

Sioux City Public Library, Sioux. City, Iowa 
Speakers:: Robert. Burch, author 

Ben, Nelm,. Erof. English,.. University of Missouri 
Margaret: Sara Sldff,, Coordinutor Work with Childre!l, 

Cespahoga County, Ohio 
Panel of Book Reviewers (mostly CSRT members) 

In early 1967 a suggeotion had been made "'to consider writing a news-· 
letter perhaps thTee times a year to send to those persons who check 
CSRT · on their HI.A form. " Nn further. notation: on this could be found 
in. the: CSRT. correspondence. However, here again, Thusnelda Schmidt, 
provided the communication that· was needed. She. regularly wrote a 
Children's· Services- Letter: using an extensive mailing list of a.11 
librarians,. working with children. In the letters was. a potpourri of 
~elpful suggestions, items of professional interest, and inspir:itional 
articles.. It was., during these years. also that she farmed a Stat:e Book 
Reviewing Group using the Directors of Children's Services f=om tha 
Regional Libr.aries plus a few•school librD-:y supervisors. These reviews 
were: also written. in brief fcnn with reco!!llllendations for purchase and 
sent out: to all interested CSRT'' members .. 

After her denth, all of this was discontinued. Mrs. Susann::t Alex~r.der, 
the Associnte State Librari.l!'I. rc?laced. His::. Schmidt on the Steering 
Committee for the remainder of 1968-1969. Then Mrs. Joan Bodger was 
hired as the: Consultant. Her goals were in an entirely different. direc­
tion,. and, her communication, with the Steering Committee for planning the 
MLA programs was not the same. The Steering Committee felt that there 
was a need: to have a Nominating Committee outside of itself..It·was 
decided that, two members of the Committee and two selected people from 
the CSRT' membership would become the· nominating. committee. of the future. 
Letters were written. to .nominees for approval to have their names be 
placed, on the:: slate, and eiection; was done as before at. the brief 
business;, session held at the time of' the CSRT Breakfast Meeting. 

' i 
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Also, in 1968, it was request~d of MLA that the CSRT be represented 
on its ~cecutive Board. The permission was granted, and the Steering 
Committee appointed the Chairman of CSR! to represent the organization 
in this position. 

In 1968, a . change in election of members was suggested and approved. 
The motion was passed at the business meeting that th~ Steering Com­
mittee be· made up of four· members, each serving for a four year term. 
One was to be retired and one to be elected each year. As a me!I.ber 
progressed to .the fourth year, he or she became Chairman of the 
Steering Committee, and then would be retired at the end of that year. 
If, because of lncation of the MLA Conference, it was more convenient 
that a member from that same geographic location be the Chairman because 
of ease in local arrangement, the grou.p could so decide. Nevertheless, 
the member remained a member for the four year term before she was 
retired. A fifth place on the Committee remained open for the Children's 
Services Consultant at the State Library when that vacancy would be 
filled. No dues are asked, and a Secretary is appointeq with~n the 
Steering Committee. Members joining MLA are asked to i ndicate their 
interest in CSRT by checking the designation on the membership card. 
Membership is open to all who are interested in l i brary services to 
children - public librarians, school librarians, special and college 
librarians, and trustees. 

In 1971. CSR! was contacted by Mamie Neal, Chairman of the Mark Twain 
Award Comnittee, asking that a representative of CSRT be named to 
participate in the selection of titles to be listed for the first Mark 
Twain Award and for those to be, selected in the future. Again, the 
Committee decided that the current Chairman of the Steering Cotm:lit~ae 
would be the logical choice for this annual responsibility. 

In 1973, under the leadership of Chairman Mary Ann Marshall, the Com­
mittee felt the need of having written By-Laws. This project was 
accomplished during the year· and approved at the 1973 CSRT Breakfast 
Meeting. 

In 1974, under the direction of Virginia Gleason, Chairman, a four-
fold project was approved at the CSR! Breakfast Meeting- by the entire· 
membership. These were (l) to write a History of CSRT - Mrs. Ruth 
Fleming, Jefferson City was charged with the responsibil ity, (2) to 
compile a list of Missouri authors of books for children - Mrs. Lucille 
Lambur, Chairman, (3) to begin an exchange o~ ideas on children's pro­
grams and procedures - Mrs. Carol Klink~art, Chairman, and (4) to 
attempt an exchange of bibliographies prepared for use with children 
Mrs. Charlaine Ezelle, Chairman. 

I 



CHILDREN'S SERVICES ROUND TABLE 

STEERING. COMMITTEES AND PROGAAMS 

1966, - Jean Merrill, Chairman - K.C. P. L.. Harry Behn, poet,. author· 
.Marion Albrecht - Columbia F.l... Topic.:, 110rg£1I1ic and Fractured Poetry" 
Ruth Fleming• Jefferson City Schools 
Leone Garvey - St.Louis Public Library· General Session, Novembet: 17 

Muehlcback Hotel~ Kansas City, Missouri 
Thusneld·a. Schmidt, State Children's 

Consultant_ CSRT Breakfast•· November 18 
· table discussion on Children's· Poetry\ 
Organization meeting 

1967 - Grace Spear, Chairman (2 years) St.Louis Joan Bodger, author·, lecturer on 
Gladys Deevers (2. years) Kansas City Children's Literature, 
HelenMardorf (1 year) st.Louis Banks Street College, New York 
Carolyn Peterson (1 year) Maryville Topic: "Only the Rarest of the Best" 

1busnelda Schmidt, St.ace Children's General Session;, October 5 
Consultant . Gateway Hotel, St.Louis, Missouri. 

CSRT Breakfast - October 6 
Table. discussion of children's books, •~ 
·with social implication, previously ) 
selected and previewed by CSRT members . ... ../ 1 

1968 - Gladys Deever, Chairman. Morton Schindel, Weston Woods 
Grace Spear Topic: "P1cture Book Parade Films­
Sallie Henderson Author Interviews 11 

Jean Westmoreland Springfield, Mo• . 
General Session, October 10 

Susanna Alexander, Associate State CMS College, Springfield, Missouri 
Librarian. 

CSRT Breakfast - October ll 
, Table discussion on Illustrations of 

Children's Books •. 

1969: - Sallie Henderson·, Chairman, Nat_ Hentoff, novelist, crit.ic, columnist­
Jean;; Westmoreland Topic: "A New Generation Makes New 
Elizabeth Breting - Kansas City,Mo.. Demands on. the Library" 

General Session, October 2 
Joan Bodger, Children's, Services Ramada· Inn, Jefferson City, Missouri 

Consultant 
CSRT Breakfast ~ October 3 
Discussion of 'tiiow Libraries are 
Meeting New Demands" 
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--:- 1970 - Jean Hestmo?:"elm.d ~ C~i.-1:'.z-;:nan 
Elizabeth Bret!nz 
Mary Ann Marshall. - Warrensbu:::. .; 

No. State Consultant 

1971 - Irene Eveland, Chairman 
Elizabeth Breting 
Mary Ann Marshall 
Jean t-Jestmoreland 

I,:~.~l We:f.1, i.llustr,:1to-r-, a•.1thcr 
T:-,pic: "Intcrp-retiv~ Illustrating of 
Children's Bocks 11 

(Mrs. W..iil cc:ncellcd at last cement 
because of husband's illness) 
Sandra Stoner spoke on •~edia in the 

Lib-rary" 

General Session - September 24-
Muehlebach Hotel,- Kansas Cit~•, !•!o. 

CSRT Breakfast - September 25 
Group discussion on Children's 
Book. Illustrators 

*CSRTBreakfast - October 1 
Topic: "Puppets and Puppetry" 
Play Presentations: 
Kansas City• "Exerpts from N~rk Twain" 

Pat Blehler, Joella Brown 
St.Louis - "The Chinese Cinderella" 

Mrs. Hseau•He1 Yu Chew, Helen 
O'Neil, Margaret Lynch, Claudine 
Kalacan 

Stauffer's Inn, St. Louis, Missouri 

*Because of a change in progran.ming,. resulting from shortening the 
Conference session by one day, this year's CSRT program was pre­
sented at the CSRT Breakfast rather than at a General. Session. 

1972 - Elizabeth Breting, Chairman 
Irene Eveland 
Ma.:y Ann Marshall 
Virginia Gleason - Springfielu 

1973 - Mary Ann Harshall, Chairman 
Irene Eveland 
Virginia Gleason 
Mauree Talliaferro - Columbia 

;' - ••. 1974 - Virginia Gleason 
( ' Irene Eveland\ ..___j 

Mauree Talliafer-ro 
Pat Kern -

Martha Corgan, MASL President 
(Ex-officio member-provision of 
new CSRT By-Laws) 

( 

CSRT Breakfast - Dorothy Broderick 
School of Libr. Halifax, Nova S,~,1tia 
Topic: "Realism for the Teen-Age Reader' 

October 20 - Muchlebach Hotel 
Kansas City, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - Jean Karl, Edltor 
Children's Books .. Atheneum 
Topic: "F,mtasy in Children's Books" 

September 28 - Ramada Inn 
Columbia, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - First Thusnelda 
Schmidt Memorial Lecture: 
Eve Merriam, author, poet 
Robert C. Lee, author 

September 21 - Stauffer's Inn 
St.Louis, Missouri 

\ 
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STEERING COMMITTEES AND PROGRAMS - page 3 

1975 - Virginia Gleason, chair 
Mauree Taliaferro 
Pat Kern 
Linda Trotter 
Sally Metz (MASL Pres., 

Ex-officio member) 
Patt Behler, Consultant 

Children's Services and 
Young Adult, Missouri State 
Library 

1976 - Maruee Taliaferro, , chair 
Pat Kern 
Linda Trotter 
Charlaine Ezell 
Lee Moeller (MASL Pres., 

Ex-officio member) 
Patt Behler, Consultant 

Children's and Young 
Adults' Services, Missouri 
State Library 

1977 - Pat Kern, chair 
Linda Trotter 
Charlaine Ezell 
Anitra Steele 
Micki Kirkham (MASL PreSI~, 

Ex-officio member) 
Patt Behler, Coordinator 

Children's and Young 
Adults' Services, Missouri 
State Library 

1978 - Linda" Trotter"' chair 
Charlaine Ezell 
Anitra Steele 
Pat Mertens 
Gaye Lee (MASL Pres., 

Ex-officio member) 
Patt Behler, Coordinator 

Children's and Young 
Adults' Services, Missouri 
State Library 

1979 - Charlaine Ezell, chair 
Anitra Steele 
Pat Mertens 
Maggie Preiss 

;, 

Patt Behler, Coordinator 
Children's and Young 
Adults' Services, Missouri 
State Library 

CSRT Breakfast - 2nd Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture: 

Marguerite Henry and her topic "A 
of Truth and a Warp of Fiction" 

Ramada Inn, October 24, 1975 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - 3rd Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture: 

Jean George and her topic "Wild 
Company That I Keep" 

Howard Johnson ' s, October 15, 1976 
Springfield, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - 4th Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture: 

A:cnold Lobel and his topic "Seventeen 
Years Before the Drawing Board" 

Ramada Inn, September 30, 1977 
Columbia, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - 5th Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture: 

Sharon Bell Mathis and her topic 
"Writers Who Portray the Black 
Experience" 

Hilton Airport Plaza Inn, September 30, 1978 
Kansas City, Missouri 

CSRT Breakfast - 6th Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture: 
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Guidelines for the Annual Thusnelda Schmidt Memorial Lecture 
for CSRT of MLA 

The Thusnelda- Schmidt Memorial Lecture shat l be: given at a. main 
meeting of the Children's Services Round Table of the Missouri 
Library Association's annual conference •. 

Irr order to provide a CSRT program· of interest to MLA members which 
include~ the presentation of the Schmidt Lecture~ we must always keep 
in: mind· the· joy,. gladness, and iove of children's services that: Thusnelda 
gave to her-work. Therefore the speaker should be someone who is known 
for a- very special contribution to children's services in both public 
and school libraries. 

Programs. should be innova~ive while providing excellence i11 both 
the speaker and the subject presented. They should be of such interest 
as to strengthen library services throughout the state and appeal to 
the- entire membership of Missouri Library Assoc.iation 0 _ 

Until such time, a.s the accu.mulated interest from the Schmidt fun·d wi 11 
cover the complete expenses of- the· main lecture the interest will be 
applied to the honorarium and local expenses. The annual conference 
will bear the remainder of these expenses. The author's publisher will 
be asked to assume the speaker I s- trave 1 expenses. 

Th& vice-chairperson wiJl be in charge of ordering, selling and scheduling 
the sale of the author's books~ 
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CHlLD~ai'S At:D YOLmG ADULTS~ 
BOOK E.XAM!NATiON CENTER 

MlSSOURt ST;\fE UBRAA'( . ,. 

PROCEDURE GUIDE 
CHILDREN'S SERVICES ROUNDTABLE STEERING COMMITTEE 

MISSOURI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

This Procedure Guide has been prepared in order to dall attention to the 
specific. responsibilities of the Steering Committee of the CSRT, some, 
but not all of which are mentioned in the CSRT By-Laws as adopted by the 
Missouri Library Association Executive Board in February, 1974. 

The: Steering Cammi ttee has the res pons i bi 1i ty to: 

1.. Submit a CSRT budget reques.t for the year· to the MLA Executive · 
Board. (Gui de 1ines. to be appended) 

2. Work with the annual conference committee to provide a CSRT 
program of interest to all MLA members -- to those who work 
with adults as well as to those who work with children. This 
program will include the 11 Thusnelda Schmidt Memorial Lecture•• 
which will be financed to the extent possible from the interest 
received on the Thusnelda Schmidt Memorial Fund. 

3, Make an effort each year to increase the principal of the Thusnelda 
Schmidt Memorial Fund. This may be done by written solicitation 
of membership of CSRT, 11 passing the hat11 at CSRT busin~ss meetings 
at the annual conference of the Missouri Library Association, and 
the sa.le of books at the Schmidt Memorial Lecture . 

4. Assume· leadership in promoting various projects each year to en­
courage reading by the youth of Missouri. 

Special attention is called to the respons ibilities of the Cha tt person of 
the· CSRT: 

I. As mention•d in the By-Laws, the Chari person shoudl attend all 
meetings. of the· MLA Executive Boa rd of which she is a member. 

2. J\lso, the Chairperson of CSRT serves as a member of the Mark Twain 
Award book selection committee and as such, should solicit the help 
of the membership in recommending titles for the· Mark Twain Award 
read.i ng Ii sts. 

Special attention is called to the responsibilities of the Vice-Cbairperson 
(chairperson elect) of CSRT: 

I. The Vice-Chairperson shall serve as- treasurer for the Committee. 

2. The Vice-Chairperson shal 1 serve as Program Chairperson for the 
up-coming CSRT program/MLA as well as for the Thusnelda Schmidt 
Memorial Lecture program and speaker. 



,

(2) 

The Coordinator of Children's and Young Adults Services, Missouri State 
Library (ex-officio member) ; sh~ll serve as permanent secr~tary for the 
group ,, at the pleasare of the Steering Committee; shall maintain records 
and help Committee members with mailing and correspondence, as required. 
The Secretary shall submit copies of all minutes, procedures and procedure 
guid~~ to the Executive Director, MLA office, so that a duplicate record 

-of -- CSRT activities and procedures may be kep<t on file in that office. 

Steering Committee 1974-75 

prepared by: Virginia Gleason, Cha<brperson 
Linda Trotter 
Pat Kern 
Mauree Taliaferro 
Patt Behler 
Sally, Metz-

November 5, 1975 


