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Summer Reading Program Happening Now!

Scenic Regional Library’s Summer Reading Program
is officially underway, and this year’s theme,

DNEARTH A STORY™, is inviting patrons of all ages to
discover the joy of reading all summer long. The program
features reading challenges, prizes, and events for
children, teens, and adults throughout the summer season.

To celebrate, several branches will host special Dino-
Roar Kick-Off events featuring 7-foot-tall life-like dinosaurs,
fossil digging, bounce houses, face painting, balloon
animals, icy treats, and more.

Participants in the Summer Reading Program can track their reading using the
Beanstack app, where they can log reading, earn badges, and maintain their reading
streak throughout the summer. Paper reading logs are also available at library branches.

Summer reading helps children maintain and strengthen reading skills while school is
out and encourages lifelong learning and a love of reading for all ages. Those who
complete the program will earn a completion prize, including a book for kids and teens and
a themed keychain for adults. Participants may also enter prize drawings for additional
rewards. Adult prize baskets, sponsored by the Friends of the Library, will vary by branch.

For more information about the Summer Reading Program, kick-off events, and a full
list of summer activities, visit scenicregional.org/SRP.

DINO-ROAR

KICK-0FF EVENTS

e Hermann Branch:

Friday, June 5, 2-4pm
e Sullivan Branch:

Saturday, June 6, 10am-12pm
e \Warrenton Branch:

Saturday, June 6, 3-5pm

Play with 7-foot-tall life-like
dinosaurs, dig for fossils, enjoy
bounce houses, face painting,
balloon animals, icy treats, and
more.

Library Seeking Volunteers to Select 2027
Community Read Book
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Scenic Regional Library and its partners are
currently seeking volunteers for the 2026 Community
Read Selection Committee, which will meet four times to
discuss and choose the book for next year’s Community
Read. The library is still searching for one person from
Marthasville, New Haven, Owensville, Pacific, St. Clair,
Sullivan, Warrenton, and Villa Ridge who can commit
to attending three meetings at the Union branch in late
August and September 2026.

The meetings will be held on August 18, September 1,
and September 22 at 6:30pm. Committee members are expected to attend all meetings
and must be 18 or older. Dinner will be provided at each meeting.

Each participant will be asked to propose two books for the committee to consider.
The committee will be composed of 13 people representing Union, St. Clair, Pacific,
Sullivan, Owensville, Hermann, New Haven, Warrenton, Wright City, Washington,
Beaufort, Gerald, and Marthasville. If interested in serving on the 2027 Community
Read Selection Committee, contact Steve Campbell at 636-583-0652 ext. 1001 or
swcampbell@scenicregional.org.
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Food distribution will take place
in branch parking lots from a
refrigerated truck provided by
Foundation for Strengthening
Families at the following locations,
days, and times:

e Union: Mondays, 1:30-3:30pm

e St. Clair: Tuesdays, 4-6pm

e Hermann: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30pm
e Owensville: Wednesdays, 4:15-6:15pm
e Sullivan: Thursdays, 1:30-3:30pm

'"'Scenlc Regional lerary NEWSI.E"ER

) FOUNDATIONFOR

FAMILIES

Foundation for Strengthening Families,

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based

out of St. Louis, will partner with Scenic
Regional Library this summer to provide
free weekly meal packs for children at select
branch locations from June 29 through August 17. Families will receive a week’s worth
of breakfasts and lunches, with items such as pancakes, waffles, French toast sticks,
chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, tuna, fruit, vegetables, and milk.

In addition, Scenic Regional Library is seeking volunteers to assist with these
community events. Volunteers must be 18 or older and able to pass a background
check. There can be one teenage volunteer each shift per day. Helping with meal
distribution is a meaningful way to support local families and make a difference in the
community this summer. To learn more or sign up to volunteer, please contact the library.

Pg.2
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Huge Success

The library’s Spring Book Sale was a huge success. The much-anticipated event
generated $17,308 across the library’s nine locations.

Those who shopped the sale had their choice of books, audiobooks, CDs, and DVDs.
The Friends of the Library groups managed the book sale in all nine library locations.
The library has an agreement under which the Friends’ groups receive their branch’s
book sale proceeds if they manage the event, including setting up, recruiting and
scheduling volunteers, and cleaning up. The next book sale will be held in the Fall.

HANKYOU

A huge thanks to our Friends
of the Library members and all
of the volunteers who made the
Spring 2026 Book Sale a huge

success!
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Former Pacific Branch Manager
Sue Reed Passes Away

Special Legislator

Sterytime

Former Pacific Branch Manager Sue Reed passed away
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026. Mrs. Reed managed the Pacific
Branch from 1964 to 2009, guiding it through decades of
growth, multiple locations, and expanded services. During her
45 years with the library, she became known as the “story lady”
to several generations of children and families.

Q groups. Her knowledge of Pacific’s history was a
invaluable asset for the Pacific Library"

-former Scenic Regional Library Director, Sallie Hancox.

Guest Readers

"Sue was very active in the Pacific community and
represented the library as she worked with those

In addition to her work at the library, Mrs. Reed had a deep passion for local history.
She collected newspaper clippings about important events, buildings, and people,
creating an archive that became the foundation for a much larger Meramec Valley
history collection. She was instrumental in founding the Meramec Valley Historical
and Genealogical Society, whose archive is now housed near the Red Cedar Inn
Museum and Visitor Center and remains available to researchers. She also authored In
Retrospect, Pacific’s first comprehensive history book.

Mrs. Reed was active in many community organizations, including Pacific
Presbyterian Church, P.E.O. Chapter BU, P.A.T.H. Council, and the Meramec Valley
Historical and Genealogical Society. She also enjoyed helping her husband with the
family farm and animals, gardening, and the arts.

Memorial donations may be made to the Meramec Valley Historical Society, 1047
East Osage, Pacific, MO; the Scenic Regional Library Foundation; or the Friends of the
Pacific Branch. Donations to the library may be mailed to Scenic Regional Library, 251
Union Plaza Drive, Union, MO 63084; dropped off at the Pacific Branch service desk; or
made online at www.scenicregional.org/donate.

Representative Brad Banderman
Pacific: Thursday, June 11, 10am
St. Clair: Thursday, June 25, 10am
Union: Wednesday, June 24, 10am

Representative Bruce Sassmann
Hermann: Thursday, June 18, 10am
Owensville: Wednesday, June 3, 10am

Do rainbows end at libraries? They do at the
Warrenton branch because the library has all
the treasures!

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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This young patron enjoyed Skunk Storytime
at the Union branch.

Representative John Hewkin
Sullivan: Tuesday, June 9, 10am
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During a squishy, slimy storytime, these little
New Haven patrons made silly frogs!

at the libr

NEWSLETTER

CALL FOR ART:

VOICES OF
CHANGE

The Gallery at the Library invites artists
to share creative work inspired by social,
cultural, and environmental themes. All art

mediums are encouraged.

Deadline

a ue |:y June 15, 2026.

For more information please contact the branch manager
Zach Gibson at gallery@scenicregional.org or 573-486-2024.

Visit us at scenicregional.org/gallery

to find the online entry form and additional
information. All artwork entered into the show
must be available for purchase.

Wright City Branch Manager, Kayleigh
Baryo, donates a few books to Girl Scout
Troop 130’s “Busy Bag” drive.

Thursday, June 11, 6-7:30pm

‘!e)

Monday, June 22, 6-7:30pm

Thursday, July 9, 6-7:30pm

Wednesday, July 15, 6-7:30pm

Saturday, July 25, 1-2:30pm
Monday, August 3, 6-7:30pm

Tuesday, August 18, 6-7:30pm

Saturday, August 22, 1-2:30pm

Edgar Allan Poe (Howie Hershfield) visited
the Union branch to entertain patrons with
poetry and stories from his life.

Lafe Driving

for Darents & Their Teens |\

L
-

Scenic Regional Library will host
Safe Driving for Parents & Their Teens,
a free informational program designed to
help families better understand Missouri’s
Graduated Driver License (GDL) laws and
safe driving expectations for teen drivers.

The program is intended for both
parents and teens and will cover topics
such as permit and license requirements,
driving restrictions, and practical ways
parents can support safe driving habits at
home.

Participants may RSVP by contacting their local branch or by registering online
through Scenic Regional Library’s event calendar.

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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Scenic Regional Library Receives 2026
Gold Trefoil Award

Scenic Regional Library has received
the 2026 Gold Trefoil Award from the
Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri (GSEM),
a council-level honor recognizing
organizations whose contributions create
a lasting impact across the region.

The award was presented to Assistant
Director Megan Maurer during the
2026 GSEM Volunteer Recognition
Ceremony held May 2 at Edward Jones

. ) . ) ) headquarters. Patrons at the Hermann branch learned
T e sese, Ty was ecognized for | about Gro De ey and o o s
Gold Trefoil Award at the 2026 GSEM expanding access to technology and tamales and guacamole!

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony held May 2 d'g'tal literacy through seIrV|ces such as
at Edward Jones headquarters. mobile computer labs, Wi-Fi hotspots,

and virtual support, and for building
partnerships that extend services to underserved populations. The award also
highlighted the library’s efforts to provide safe, welcoming, and accessible services
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Monthly Case Manager Visits Coming to
Scenic Regional Library Branches

s “’? ® . Scenic Regional Library is pleased to partner with Jefferson Franklin
é}é ]effeI'SOl’l Frankhl’l Community Action Corporation to offer Case Manager visits at participating
® COMMUNITY ACTION CORPORATION  branch locations. The partnership grew out of the successful semester-
long graduate social work practicum completed by Jenny Reynoso, which
highlighted the growing need for social service assistance within the library’s communities.

Case Managers can assist individuals in finding resources related to housing, food, childcare, healthcare, employment, and
transportation. They can also provide guidance for accessing support services such as mental health care, counseling, domestic
violence resources, and substance use treatment. In addition, assistance is available for applying for benefits, including SNAP,
Medicaid, unemployment, and disability, as well as replacing important documents such as IDs and birth certificates.

Case Manager visits will take place on the following dates and locations throughout 2026:

4th Tuesdays. 9am-12pm
June 23 — Washington Public Library
July 28 — New Haven branch
August 25 — Sullivan branch
September 22 — Pacific branch
October 27 — Washington Public Library
November 24 — Sullivan branch
December 22 — New Haven branch

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
LIKE US! GO TO FACEBOOK.COM | VISIT US AT SCENICREGIONAL.ORG Pg. 5
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Candidate Forums

Scenic Regional Library will host
several Candidate Forums this July
featuring local and state races. Community
members are encouraged to attend,
stream the events live on Facebook, and
most importantly, submit questions for
candidates in advance. Forums include
races for Franklin County Commissioner,
Franklin County Auditor, Gasconade
County Commissioner, and Missouri
House District 61.

Scan fthe QR code fo
submif your guestions

Franklin County Commissioner
Candidate Forum

Candidates: Dave Schatz
(Incumbent), Shawn Noel, Ed
Hillhouse, Thomas Kraushch
Union branch:

Tuesday, July 28, 6pm
bit.ly/4elzZVSW

Franklin County Auditor
Candidate Forum
Candidates: Anne Barry,
Rafael Madrigal

Union branch:
Wednesday, July 22, 6pm
bit.ly/4cFfzr4

Gasconade County
Commissioner Candidate Forum
Candidates: Tim Schulte
(Incumbent), Mark Mundwiller
Hermann branch:

Tuesday, July 21, 6pm
bit.ly/4sNHtao

[=] ;

Missouri House of
Representatives District 61
Candidate Forum
Candidates: Bruce Sassmann
(Incumbent), John Grady,
Stacy Bax

Owensville branch:

Monday, July 27, 6pm
bit.ly/48ikXiR

™EScenic Regional lerary NEWSI.E"ER

Top eBook and eAudiobooks

The Lumber Baron’s
Wife
by Lynn Austin (eBook)

When the young
wife of a powerful
lumber baron vanishes
into the wilds of frontier
Michigan, her friend is
left to unravel the truth
in this captivating dual-
timeline novel from
bestselling author Lynn Austin.

Genres: Historical Fiction, Christian
Fiction, Mystery

It’s Not Her
by Mary Kubica
(eAudiobook)

Courtney Gray's
tranquil family vacation
is shattered when she
hears a bloodcurdling
scream from the
lakeside cottage next
door. There she finds
the lifeless bodies of her brother and
sister-in-law. Her teenage niece, Reese,
is nowhere to be found, while her nephew,
Wyatt, lies asleep upstairs, unharmed.

As the police descend on the quiet resort
town, disturbing secrets about Courtney's
family start to emerge. When she learns
that the town has secrets of its own, it
makes her wonder if Reese is another
victim in a brutal crime or if she's the Kkiller.
Courtney begins to unravel the terrible
mystery, but everyone around her has
something to hide. And the closer she gets
to the truth, the harder it is to see...

Genres: Thriller, Mystery, Fiction

T TR T

@by

The Let Them Theory
by Mel Robbins
(eBook)

What if the key to
happiness, success,
and love was as simple
as two words?

If you've ever felt
stuck, overwhelmed, or
frustrated with where you are, the problem
isn't you. The problem is the power you
give to other people. Two simple words—
Let Them—uwill set you free. Free from
the opinions, drama, and judgments of
others. Free from the exhausting cycle of
trying to manage everything and everyone
around you. The Let Them Theory puts
the power to create a life you love back in
your hands—and this book will show you
exactly how to do it.

Genres: Self Help, Nonfiction,
Psychology

The Housemaid
by Freida McFadden
(eAudio)

"Welcome to
the family," Nina
Winchester says as
| shake her elegant,
manicured hand.
| smile politely,
gazing around the
marble hallway. Working here is my last
chance to start fresh. | can pretend to
be whoever | like. But I'll soon learn that
the Winchesters' secrets are far more
dangerous than my own...

X

THE

HOUSEMAID

FREIDA McFADDEN

Genres: Mystery, Thriller, Fiction

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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“The Trunk?” visifs Owensville & Hermann Branches

(L The Central Missouri Foster Care & Adoption
38 = Association (CMFCAA) will bring its 38-foot mobile
e boutique, “The Trunk,” to Scenic Regional Library’s
mofosteradopt.com  Owensville branch on Thursday, July 9, and Hermann
branch on Thursday, July 16, from 10:30am. to 2:30pm.

at each location.

“The Trunk” serves foster youth, adoptive families, and kinship families by providing
gently used clothing, shoes, baby items, and home goods for free.

CMFCAA currently operates three brick-and-mortar “The Trunk” locations in Rolla,
Osage Beach, and Jefferson City, but launched the mobile boutique to better serve
families in communities farther from those locations.

A formal placement letter or adoption decree is recommended for those wishing
to shop at the boutique. Families may also create a profile in advance by visiting
mofosteradopt.com. There are no geographic restrictions to shop with the mobile
boutique.

Owensville branch Hermann branch
Thursday, July 9, 10:30am-2:30pm Thursday, July 16, 10:30am-2:30pm

The St. Clair branch of Scenic
Regional Library and the St. Clair
Historical Museum are teaming up to
celebrate 100 years of Route 66 with a
special Route 66 Centennial Cruise-In on
Saturday, June 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Community members are invited to Route 66 Centennial Cruise-In: Scrcurdcly June 13. 10am-2pm
rev their engines and roll into downtown
St. Clair for a day celebrating the historic Local Memories of St. Clair Route 66 Sclturdc:y June: 13 llom

“Mother Road” with classic cars, music,
and Route 66 nostalgia. The Cruise-In is Meet the King: Saturday. June 13 12F>m S

part of Scenic Regional Library’s larger -
Centennial celebration honoring the Route 66 A Road Tl’lp Into Amerlccl

highway that has long been woven into the | Hidden Heart: Saturday. June 13 megj =
history of Pacific, St. Clair, and Sullivan.

The event will feature a variety of classic and vintage vehicles, giving visitors the chance to stroll through rows of cars while
enjoying the atmosphere of one of America’s most iconic highways. Families, car enthusiasts, and Route 66 fans alike are
encouraged to attend.

Additional Route 66-themed activities will also take place throughout the day at the St. Clair branch, including “Local Memories
of St. Clair Route 66” at 11 a.m., where community members will share stories and memories connected to the historic roadway,
followed by “Meet the King” at noon, featuring a live Elvis tribute performance by James Weber.

For more information about the Route 66 Centennial Cruise-In and other upcoming
Route 66 programs, scenicregional.org/route66.

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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These young patrons at the Sullivan branch
enjoyed a Silly Squid Storytime with Ms.
Elizabeth.

Patrons learned how to make candles at the
St. Clair branch. The meeting room smelled
wonderful!

Pg. 8
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Fiction in the Age of Influencers

Social media influencers dominate modern culture, but what happens behind the
carefully curated posts and viral videos? These novels explore the darker side of internet
fame through mystery, suspense, and family drama. From influencer empires to stolen
identities, each story examines the pressure of living life online and the secrets hidden
beneath perfect feeds. Visit our online catalog at bit.ly/4nQuMuL to check out one or
more of these titles.

SLCH
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Such a Bad Influence
by Olivia Muenter

When influencer
Evie Davis suddenly
disappears, her older
sister Hazel is forced to
investigate the
carefully crafted online

world that made Evie famous. As Hazel
digs deeper, she uncovers the darker
side of family influencing, internet fame,
and growing up in the public eye. Part
mystery and part social commentary, this

thriller explores the cost of living life online.

dJulie Chan
Is Dead

Julie Chan Is Dead
by Liann Zhang

After discovering
her estranged twin
sister Chloe, a wealthy
influencer, is dead,
struggling supermarket
cashier Julie Chan

makes a shocking choice: she assumes
Chloe’s identity. As Julie steps into her
sister’s glamorous online life, she realizes
the influencer world is filled with secrets,
manipulation, and danger. This sharp
psychological thriller examines identity,
ambition, and the masks people wear

online.

The Influencers
by Anna-Marie
McLemore

A famous influencer
family begins to
unravel after tragedy
strikes their carefully
curated empire. As
secrets surface, family members must
confront the reality behind their online
personas and the emotional toll of living
life for an audience. Blending mystery and
family drama, this novel explores fame,
parasocial relationships, and the pressure
to constantly perform perfection.

Yesteryear
by Caro Claire Burke

Natalie has built
a massive online
following by promoting
her picture-perfect
“tradwife” lifestyle,
filled with homemade
bread, farm life, and traditional values.
But when she suddenly wakes up in what
appears to be the brutal reality of the
1800s, stripped of modern comforts and
forced to live the life she romanticizes
online, everything begins to unravel.
Blending satire, psychological suspense,
and social commentary, Yesteryear
explores influencer culture, performance,
and the gap between curated online
personas and reality.

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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Car Raffie Tickefs on Sale

The Rotary Club of Washington is selling
R tickets for its annual Bill Kluesner Memorial
Ota ry Car Raffle. The grand prize is $32,500 toward
a new vehicle of your choice at Modern Auto
or $25,000 in cash. Second prize is $1,000 in
cash; third prize, is $500 in cash. The $1,000
prize drawing will be on July 10. The grand prize drawing will be on August 9, 2026, at
the Washington Town & Country Fair.

Tickets are $100 each. The Rotary Club limits ticket sales to 1,000 to improve
everyone’s odds of winning. Visit www.washingtonrotary.com/car-raffle to buy tickets.
Library director Steve Campbell is a member of the organization. The Rotary Club
of Washington is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. They have donated to dozens of
organizations, including ALIVE, Bethel Hills Community, CASA, EMPAC, Exceptional
Equestrians, Franklin County Area United Way, Franklin County Backstoppers, Franklin
County Red Cross, Franklin County Foster Closet, Harvest Table, YMCA Literacy
Council, Hope Ranch, Turning Point Advocacy Services, and many others.

Rotary

Club of Washington

26th Annua\
Bill Kluesner Memorial

mm

$32,500 towards a new vehicle of your
choice at any one dealership or

" $25,000 CASH!

$1,000 CASH $500 CASH

$1000
Early Bird Drawing** JULY 9

WASHINGTON. MO

FORD « LINCOLN

ODERN <,
hi
Proceeds benefit future %UTO aﬁm&%’

community improvements

o STRAATMANN
otary ub o ashington

PO Box 85 | Washington, MO 63090 @ TOYOTA

1/e0ch (636) 667-7476 or (314) 277-5655 washington, MO

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY

WIN A NEW CAR!
Buy a $100 raffle ticket at
washingtonrotary.com/car-raffle

GRAND PRIZE:

$32,500 toward a new vehicle of
your choice at Modern Auto OR
$25,000 in cash

2ND PRIZE:
$1,000 in cash

3RD PRIZE:
$500 in cash

This young Owensville patron displays his
fantastic creation at the Minecraft Paint
Party!

LIKE US! GO TO FACEBOOK.COM | VISIT US AT SCENICREGIONAL.ORG Pg.9
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Across:

5. Chest pain from restricted blood flow
7. Mind wandering during a meeting,
say 9. Pointed hat for a classroom
troublemaker 10. Start occupying a new
place 11. One covered by an insurance
contract 13. Morally wicked 15. Cancel
out or nullify 18. Red, yellow, or blue, for
instance 21. Seal within a burial place
22. Magnificent grandeur 23. Surround
on all sides 24. Tropical fruit with orange
flesh.

Down:

1. Playful troublemaking 2. Uneven or
inconsistent 3. Unquestioning follower who
carries out orders 4. One who herds cattle
or sheep to market 6. Excessively anxious
or obsessive 7. Put into strategic use

8. Battery fluid, chemically speaking

12. Study of the causes of disease

14. Easygoing and relaxed 16. Adults, as
kids might call them 17. Scottish term for a
young girl 18. Bottom-line gain 19. Named
or called, archaically 20. Shortly, in old
usage.

Find the answers at:
www.scenicregional.org/crossword.

Handmade Blankef Drive
af Franklin County Branches

The library's Franklin County branches will serve as
drop-off locations for Project Linus’s Handmade Blanket
drive during June. Project Linus’s mission is to provide
love, a sense of security, warmth, and comfort to children
who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need
through the gifts of new handmade blankets and afghans,
Proiect ¥ Linus lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.” The local
chapter volunteers to make, collect, and deliver new
handmade blankets to kids in need.

SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
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Y.

AN SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
FRIENDS FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
of the Library October 1, 2025 — September 30, 2026 Membership Year

All information submitted is considered confidential and will never be given or sold to any other individual,
company, or organization.

If this membership is for you, please provide your information; if this membership is a gift for someone else, please
provide their information:

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
LAST NAME

STREET ADDRESS CITY

STATE ZIP CODE
PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS

If this membership is a gift for someone else, please provide your information:

FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL | LAST NAME
STREET ADDRESS EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER
BRANCH AFFILIATION LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP GIFTS
(Please select one) Silver - $25 O
Hermann Branch ] .
New Haven Branch Ol Gold - $50 - Bl
. Platinum - $100 O 2
Owensville Branch | Diamond* - $500 m 5‘3&‘%?:’35
Pacific Branch O 2
St. Clair Branch L | *Lifetime Membership
Sullivan Branch 0 Gold: Platinum; Diamond:
Union Branch 0 Up to $10 in book sale 120z. metal bluetooth $150 donor
Warrenton Branch 0 volunteer vouchers can be tumbler/ speaker/ wall book
applied toward any level of Koozie wireless phone
Wright City Branch O membership dues. charger

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? (Select all which apply) OFFICE USE ONLY
Volunteer at the Fall Book Sale New Application
Volunteer at the Spring Book Sale Renewal

Date Received:

Check # ] Cash

Amount Received:

Volunteer at other events
Volunteer at my local branch

odoogod

Serve on the local Friends of the Library’s

oooooao

Governing and Planning Committee

Mail this form (or drop it off at your local branch) with your personal check or money order to:
Friends of the Library, 251 Union Plaza Dr., Union, MO 63084
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible.
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