


to 1ook up a certam t' e ne C8I"'Clr-=tft'P!....

or at the very least communicate with ; 
librarian by phone during work hours. 

Not surprisingly, Rohrbach said over the 
last 50 years, computers and the Internet 
have had the biggest impact on the way the 
Scenic operates and serves patrons. 

Scenic Regional Library Director Ken Rohrbach and Assistant Director Vi 
the Union branch, headquarters for the three-county library system. 

"Technology has helped to level the 
information playing field for people in less 
urban areas," he said. 

"The automation of the circulation/cata
log system has really enabled increased 
resource sharing. The initial automation 
system was implemented in 1994, but con
version to the second generation system in 
2004 dr amatically improved accessibility. 

'"lbday the card catalog is online and 
accessible over the Internet," said Rohrbach. 
"Individuals may browse the catalog to see if 

books. There will be tours of the bookmo
bile, giveaways, historical exhibits, stories, 
face painting, kettle korn and music by the 
Local Gents bluegrass band. 

Authors attending will include: 
Chris Stuckenschneider, "'l\vist of Fate"; 
Steve Gerdel, "Oak Mountain"; 
Don Melsha, "A Walking Tour of the 

Early Homes and Businesses of Hermann"; 
Steve Murrie, "Planet Earth: Guide to the 

Planet" and "Every Minute on Earth: Fun 

• 

The Scenic Regional Library bookmobile visits a community in April 1961. 
Below, patrons young and old make their selections. 

books are available, and if they have a 
Scenic Regional Library card, may renew 
books, request books, even post comments. 

"Circulation also is automated," 
Rohrbach noted. "Now when a book is 
placed on request, it immediately is shown 
as on request throughout the system. 
When a book is checked out/in, it immedi
ately shows in the system, and books and 
other materials may be returned at any 
location and are shown as checked in." 

Scenic Regional Library, which serves 
Franklin, Gasconade and Warren counties 
with branches in Union, St. Clair, New 
Haven, Hermann, Owensville and 
Warrenton, is celebrating its 50th anniver
sary this year and will mark the milestone 
with a special celebration Saturday, June 
6, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Union location. 

Local authors will be on hand to sign 

Facts That Happen Every 60 Seconds"; 
Dan Terry, "Missouri Shadows" and 
Historical society representatives from 

Franklin, Gasconade and Warren counties. 
City Libraries 

Before Scenic Regional Library was 
organized in 1959 or the county library 
districts just before that, communities had 
their own town libraries. In Union, for 
example, the P.E.O. chapter had started a 
library back in 1935. It was not tax sup
ported, though, and had to rely on dona
tions, fines and book rentals for funds. 

The first year it received $464.80. It 
purchased 188 books at a cost of $258 and 
received 525 donations. 

In St. Clair, the Evergreen Garden Club 
sponsored a library that opened in January 
1952 in the Earney-Junge building on South 
Main in the center of town. The library had 
700 books, including two Bibles. Hours were 
1 to 5 p.m. on 'Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Three club members served as librarians. 
The Pacific Library was organized in 

January 1938 through the Twentieth 
Century Club in a small building on St. 
Louis Street that had previously been a 
barbershop. The W.P.A. provided a tempo
rary librarian, and club members filled in 
when necessary. 

The library didn't have a reliable source 
of income until a library association was 
formed in November 1941. With 200 mem
bers and yearly dues of $1, the library had 
a working capital of $192.96. 

The New Haven library was started in 

April 1937. It was not tax supported 
relied on donations and fundraising. 

The Owensville library was establi 
in 1954, the Hermann library in 194 
Warrenton library in 1940. -

Communities Come Together, 
. !twas in the mid-1950s when a gr 

citizens approached the Missouri , 
Library board about setting up a co1 
wide library service that would inch: 
bookmobile service. 

A "demonstration," including boo 
bile service, was set up in June 1957 
headquarters for the three-county de 
stration operating out of the Union lil 

The Franklin County Library Di 
was approved by election May 6, 19 
vote of 3 to 1 established the distric 
approved the 1 mill tax (10 cents pez 
$100 assessed valuation). 

Only those communities that we1 
already served by a tax-supported li 
voted, meaning Washington, Pacifi1 
Sullivan did not vote. Pacific libary, 
ever, voted to merge with the count 
trict in March 1959 and it became o 
that December. 

Demonstrations a lso were operat 
Gasconade and Warren counties. In 
1959 they each conducted similaz 
tions to the one in Franklin County 
were favorable and the Gasconade C 
Library District and the Warren C 
Library District were formed. 

The following month, the three c 

library boards signed a contract to 
provide service under the corporate 
Scenic Regional Library. 

Members of these boards were: 
Franklin County - 0. E. Burke, 

dent, Marshall Jackson, vice pre 
Mrs. Edwin Bebermeyer, secretary 
urer, Mrs. Frank W. Jenny and V 
(Woody) Eckelkamp. 

Gasconade County - J . E . ~ 

Children's story t ime, shown h 
favorite program at Scenic Re~ 
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