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Love the Library? Become a Friend
   Friends of the Library bring together people who are 
passionate about supporting their local Scenic Regional Library 
branch. Members help raise funds, encourage community 
support, and strengthen the connection between the library and 
the communities it serves.
   Whether someone would like to volunteer, assist with 

fundraising, or simply show support, there is a membership level for everyone:

	 ● Individual: $15
	 ● Family or Organization: $25
	 ● Library Supporter: $50
	 ● Lifetime Donor: $500		  Includes a $150 voucher toward a donor wall book

A monthly publication from your local library!

Create Art for Library Foundation 
Fundraiser

   Do you love creating art? Scenic Regional Library is inviting community 
members to get creative for a good cause with Create for a Cause, an art fundraiser 
benefiting the Scenic Regional Library Foundation.
   Participants can pick up a free 8" x 10" canvas at any Scenic Regional Library 
branch beginning September 1 and transform it into an original piece of artwork using 
any medium. Finished artwork must be returned to the library by November 21, 2026.
   All donated pieces will be available for purchase during an art fair on December 
4 at the Union branch, with all proceeds benefiting the Library Foundation.
   Artists of all experience levels and skill levels are encouraged to participate. Pick 
up a canvas, get creative, and help support the library!
   For more information, contact Library Director Steve Campbell at swcampbell@
scenicregional.org or 636-583-0652 ext. 1001.

Library Seeks Donations
   Scenic Regional Library is always accepting donations 
of gently-used books, DVDs, music CDs, and books on 
CD! Most donations will be sold at our semi-annual book 
sale. Have a lot? Call ahead of time, and we will help you 
carry them in! Contact your local branch for more details.

Those interested in becoming a Friend can contact their local Scenic Regional Library branch or learn more at scenicregional.org/
friends-of-the-library.

Monday, October 12 for 
Staff Development Day  

& Columbus Day

https://scenicregional.org/friends-of-the-library/
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“Voices of Change” Opens at The Gallery at the Library
   The Gallery at the Library will host an opening 
reception for its newest exhibit, “Voices of Change,” 
on Friday, October 2, from 6pm - 8pm.
   The exhibit explores each artist’s interpretation 
of change and the people who create it through 
works addressing environmental, cultural, and social 
issues.
   “Voices of Change” will be on display from October 
2 through December 30. All artwork will be available for 
purchase, and all ages are welcome.
   The Gallery at the Library is located at Scenic 
Regional Library’s Hermann branch. The exhibit is 
sponsored by Zydeco. For more information, visit 
scenicregional.org/gallery.

   The League of Women Voters® 
will provide the library with nonpartisan 
informational pamphlets for its Franklin 
County branches for the upcoming 
election, which contain pertinent election 
information. The pamphlets will be 
available until the day of the General 
Election on Tuesday, November 3, while 
supplies last. For more information about 
the League of Women Voters®, visit  
www.lwv.org. 
   The League of Women Voters® is a 
nonpartisan, grassroots organization 
working to protect and expand voting 
rights and ensure everyone is represented 
in our democracy. The League empowers 
voters and defends democracy through 
advocacy, education, and litigation at the 
local, state, and national levels.

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk 
Chosen as 2027 Community Read

   The 2027 
Community 
Read Selection 
Committee has 
chosen Grandma 
Gatewood’s 
Walk by Ben 

Montgomery as next year’s title!
   Each year, Scenic Regional Library 
partners with Washington Public Library 
and East Central College to host an 
annual Community Read. The goal is to 
encourage as many people as possible 
to read and discuss the same book at the 
same time. The 2027 Community Read 
will take place in April, with free books 
available beginning in late March.
   Over four weeks, the library and its 
partners will distribute more than 1,400 

free copies and present a variety of 
programs inspired by the book’s themes.
   Published in 2014, Grandma 
Gatewood’s Walk tells the true story 
of 67-year-old Emma Gatewood, who 
became the first woman to hike the entire 
Appalachian Trail alone in 1955.
   Author Ben Montgomery is a journalist 
and narrative nonfiction writer. To tell 
Gatewood’s story, he drew from her 
diaries, trail journals, and correspondence, 
as well as historical news accounts and 
interviews with her family and people she 
met along the trail.

ELECTION GUIDES

Ted Gillespie
“Time to Wake Up”

Laketa Searcy 
“The Voice Within”

https://scenicregional.org/gallery
www.lwv.org
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Genealogy at Your Library!
   Curious about where your family 
came from, or want to learn more about 
the people who came before you? Scenic 
Regional Library’s genealogy classes can 
help you begin researching your family tree, 
discover useful resources, and uncover the 
stories hidden in your family’s past.
   Explore upcoming genealogy programs 
at your local branch and start discovering 
your family story! To view and register for 
upcoming genealogy programs, visit us at 
bit.ly/4hr1O1Y.

Monthly Case Manager Visits Coming to 
Scenic Regional Library Branches

-ALL BRANCHES-
Wednesday, October 7, 2pm

      TThe library will 
conduct a systemwide 
fire drill on Wednesday, 
October 7 at 2:00 PM. 
The public will be asked 
to exit the buildings and 

remain in the parking lot until given the 
“all clear” signal. The mandatory drills are 
expected to last about 15 minutes and will 
include all branches and the administration 
building. Local fire districts will be involved 
in the drills.

PIN Required for 
OverDrive Products 
Beginning October 1

   TBeginning 
October 1, 
an update to 
OverDrive 
products, 
including Libby 

and Kanopy, will require users to enter a 
PIN when accessing the apps or websites.
Each Scenic Regional Library patron’s PIN 
will be the same as the password used to 
access their library account. The default 
password/PIN is the patron’s full birth date, 
entered with forward slashes and without 
leading zeros. For example, someone born 
on January 1, 1994, would enter 1/1/1994.
Patrons who do not know their password/
PIN can reset it. For additional assistance, 
patrons can contact their local Scenic 
Regional Library branch.

FamilySearch Basics: 
Dive deeper into FamilySearch
Tuesday, Nov 3, 2pm - Pacific

Beyond the Basics: 
Hidden Gems in FamilySearch
Wednesday, Nov 18, 2pm - St. Clair

Digging for Your Roots
Thursday, November 19, 6pm - Owensville

Ancestry Library Edition: Getting Started
Thursday, December 3, 6pm - Sullivan
Thursday, December 10, 6pm - Owensville
Monday, February 2, 6pm - Wright City 

Ancestry Library Edition:
Beyond the Basics
Thursday, January 14, 6pm - Sullivan
Thursday, January 21, 6pm - Owensville
Monday, March, 6pm - Wright City 

Beyond the Selfie: Capturing Stories, 
Memories & Meaning
Monday, March 15, 6pm- Wright City
Thursday, March 4, 6pm - St. Clair
Tuesday, March 9, 6pm - New Haven

   
TScenic Regional Library is pleased to 
partner with Jefferson Franklin Community 
Action Corporation to offer Case Manager 
visits at participating branch locations on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month from 
9:00 a.m. to noon. The partnership grew 
out of the successful service offered by a 
social work graduate student earlier this 
year, which highlighted the growing need for 
social service assistance within the library’s 
communities. Case Managers can help 
individuals find resources for housing, food, 
childcare, healthcare, employment, and 
transportation.
   They can also provide guidance for 

accessing support services such as mental 
health care, counseling, domestic violence 
resources, and substance use treatment. In 
addition, assistance is available for applying 
for benefits, including SNAP, Medicaid, 
unemployment, and disability, as well as 
replacing important documents such as IDs 
and birth certificates.

Case Manager visits will take place 
on the following dates and locations 
throughout 2026:
October 27 – Washington Public Library 
November 24 – Sullivan Branch 
December 22 – New Haven Branch 

All visits will take place 9am-12pm

bit.ly/4hr101Y


A monthly publication from your local library!A monthly publication from your local library!

Pg. 4
SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY 

LIKE US! GO TO FACEBOOK.COM | VISIT US AT SCENICREGIONAL.ORG

Spooky Season at the Library!
   Spooky Season has arrived at all nine Scenic Regional Library locations!
   From spooky stories and creepy crafts to chilling history and special events, the library has plenty of frightfully fun programs 
planned throughout the fall.
   Patrons can explore the upcoming programs and find something spooky happening near them at scenicregional.librarycalendar.
com/events/month/2026/10?keywords=spooky%20.

Check out these Spooky 
Season programs!

Mini Spooky Bookcases
Wright City — October 1, 10am
Wright City — October 1, 11am
New Haven — October 1, 2pm
Sullivan — October 7, 2 pm
Warrenton — October 7, 4pm
Hermann — October 13, 2pm
Union — October 21, 2 pm
Owensville — October 22, 2pm

Watercolor Monster Eye
Hermann — October 1, 3:30pm

Witches Paint Night Out
St. Clair — October 1, 5:30–7:30pm
Missouri State Penitentiary - Darkest 
Stories - How to Research a True Crime
Wright City — October 5, 6pm

Spooky Paint and Sip with Lazy Oaks Art
Sullivan — October 6, 5:30–7pm

Murder by Gaslight: The True Story of 
H.H. Holmes
Warrenton — October 6, 6pm

Grief & Grandeur: Victorian Mourning 
Practices with Edna Dieterle
St. Clair — October 6, 6-7:30pm

Pumpkin Palooza!
New Haven — October 8, 4pm

Witches Night Paint Night-2nd Session
St. Clair — October 8, 5:30-7:30pm

A Spooky Evening with Mary Shelley
Pacific — October 8, 6pm
Wright City — October 13, 6pm

Boo-tiful Ghost Art
Wright City — October 8, 6pm

Spooky Thrifted Painting
Owensville — October 8, 6pm

Ozarks True Crime: The Cases That Still 
Haunt Missouri
Warrenton — October 13, 6pm

Pumpkin Patch Steam Escape Room
Hermann — October 15, 3pm

Voices of the Past - Cemetery Walk
Wright City — October 15, 5:30pm

Edgar Allan Poe Experience
Owensville — October 15, 6–7:15pm

Spooktacular Community Connections
New Haven — October 16, 4pm
Hermann — October 20, 4pm

Spooky Books with Nicki Jacobsmeyer
Pacific — October 17, 10am

Fall Craftapalooza
St. Clair — October 17, 1-4pm

Close Encounters on Route 66: UFO 
Sightings
Warrenton — October 21, 6pm

Mounted Misfits
Hermann — October 22, 3:30pm

Brushes, Brews & Broomsticks
Warrenton — October 22, 4-5:30pm
Warrenton — October 22, 6-7:30pm

Fall Art Party!
Pacific — October 22, 6pm

Ghostly Tales
Wright City — October 22, 6pm

Pirate Murder Mystery
Sullivan — October 23, 6-8pm

Kids Club!-Paint and BOO!
Sullivan — October 26, 4pm

Fright Night Feud: Halloween Trivia Night!
Warrenton — October 27, 5:30-7pm

scenicregional.librarycalendar.com/events/month/2026/10?keywords=spooky%20
scenicregional.librarycalendar.com/events/month/2026/10?keywords=spooky%20
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Congratulations to this young New Haven 
patron who won a Summer Reading 
Program prize drawing!

Jamie taught Hermann branch patrons how 
to make salves with plants you find in your 
backyard!
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These young patrons made paper plate 
spiders during Storytime at the Owensville 
branch.

Get Help Navigating Medicare 
at the Union Branch

   Navigating Medicare can be 
confusing, but free help is available at the 
Scenic Regional Library Union branch 
this October. Missouri SHIP volunteers 
from Franklin-Jefferson Community Action 
Corporation will offer two programs to help 
community members better understand 
Medicare and their coverage options.
Medicare Made Clear: Understanding Your 
Options will be held Thursday, October 
22, at 10 a.m. Participants will learn about 
Medicare, available coverage options, 
and important decisions to consider when 
choosing coverage.
   For those who would like individualized 
assistance, Medicare Enrollment 
Assistance: One-on-One Help will be 
available Thursday, October 29, from 

9am-4pm. Missouri SHIP volunteers 
will meet individually with participants to 
provide help with Medicare enrollment and 
coverage options.	
   Appointments are required for the 
October 29 one-on-one assistance. To 
schedule an appointment, call 636-789-
2686 
ext. 2052 or email cbishop@jfcac.org.

Medicare Made Clear: Understanding 
Your Options
Thursday, October 22,10am - Union
 
Medicare Enrollment Assistance: 
One-on-One Help
Thursday, October 29, 9am-4pm - Union

Lions Club Supports Summer 
Meal Distribution

   Scenic Regional Library extends its 
thanks to the St. Clair Lions Club for 
purchasing a utility cart to assist with food 
distribution at the St. Clair branch this 
summer and donating it to the library for 
continued use.
   The cart helped staff distribute more 
than 31,000 meals to local children 
throughout the summer. The library is 
grateful for the Lions Club’s generosity 
and support of families in the St. Clair 
community.
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“The Trunk” visits the Owensville Branch 
   The Central Missouri Foster Care & Adoption 
Association (CMFCAA) will bring its 38-foot 
mobile boutique, “The Trunk,” to Scenic Regional 
Library’s Owensville branch on Tuesday, 
November 3 from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
   “The Trunk” serves foster youth, adoptive 
families, and kinship families by providing gently 
used clothing, shoes, baby items, and home 
goods for free. CMFCAA currently operates three 
brick-and-mortar “The Trunk” locations in Rolla, 
Osage Beach, and Jefferson City, but launched 
the mobile boutique to better serve families in 
communities farther from those locations.
   A formal placement letter or adoption decree 
is recommended for those wishing
to shop at the boutique. Families may also create 
a profile in advance by visiting
mofosteradopt.com. There are no geographic 
restrictions to shop with the mobile Boutique.

Kiddos at the St. Clair branch made their 
very own adorable Shmoofs at Storytime. 

Patrons of all ages had a great time during 
Bingo Night at the Pacific branch.

Ms. Elizabeth from the Sullivan branch 
has begun her outreach events with local 
schools!

Top eBook and eAudiobooks

The Calamity Club: A Novel  
by Kathryn Stockett

In Depression-era Mississippi, a group of unlikely women forms 
a powerful friendship while facing hardship, secrets, and community 
expectations.

Top eBook & Audiobook Top Audiobook 

Theo of Golden  
by Allen Levi

A mysterious elderly man arrives in a small Southern town, 
where his quiet acts of kindness begin transforming the lives of its 
residents.

Top eBook 

 The Trunk will visit the  
Owensville branch on  

Tuesday, November 3 from 
10:30am to 2:30pm

mofosteradopt.com
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Staff Anniversaries

5yrs.5yrs.

Judy-Library Assistant, St. Clair

3yrs.3yrs.

Jamie-Adult Programmer, Owensville

3yrs.3yrs.

Sarah-Library Assistant, Wright City

Former Warrenton Branch Manager 
Passes Away 

   Alice (Rollhaus) O'Donnell, former 
manager of the Warrenton branch, passed 
away on August 17 at the age of 95.
   Ms. O'Donnell served as Warrenton 
branch manager from 
1985 until 1996 and 
continued working at the 
branch part-time until 
2004. Former Scenic 
Regional Library Director 
Ken Rohrbach described 
Ms. O'Donnell as “the best 
person I ever worked with. 
[She was] always very 
interested in meeting the 
needs of the patrons and 
always upbeat.” 
   Former Scenic 
Regional Library Director 
Sallie Hancox recalled 
that she “remembered Alice as a people 
person. She greeted those coming into 
the Warrenton Library with her ‘Alice 
smile’ and a warm ‘hello’. She liked people 

and did her best to make their library 
experience a good one.” 
   Ms. O'Donnell married Edward 
O'Donnell in 1950, and together they 

raised nine children on 
their farm. She attended 
East Central Community 
College in Union, where 
she earned an associate's 
degree in accounting.
   Ms. O'Donnell loved 
reading and was a gifted 
seamstress. She was a 
member of the Stitch and 
Time Quilt Club and used 
her talents to make suits 
for her husband, wedding 
dresses for her daughters, 
and christening gowns 
and baby blankets for 

loved ones. Her family said she will be 
remembered for “her creativity, unwavering 
love, and the countless lives she touched 
with her hands and heart.”

Library Provides Drop-Off Locations for 
Warners’ Warm-Up Coat Drive 

   The library's Franklin County branches will serve as drop-off locations for this year's 
annual Warners' Warm-Up Coat Drive. The organization is requesting donations of new 
or gently used coats of all sizes—for men, women, and especially children. This year's 
two-week collection period will begin on October 19 - November 1.  
   Former St. Louis Rams quarterback Kurt Warner and his wife Brenda launched the 
coat drive in 2001 as a one-day drive before a Rams game. It has evolved into a two-
week St. Louis metropolitan area-wide effort with hundreds of drop-off locations on both 
sides of the river. The Warners' Warm-up Coat Drive collects over 15,000 coats each 
year.
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These ladies painted the most beautiful, 
and slightly creepy, masterpieces at the 
Warrenton branch’s Ghosts in the Stacks: 
Autumn Paint Night!

Amanda taught these patrons at the Union 
branch to make “Pie Crust from Scratch.”  
Everyone got to take home a whole pie!

Tracy Smith, of Long Row Lavender, 
provided patrons at the Wright City branch 
with information about this versatile plant.

Warren County Health Partnership Drive

   Throughout October, the Warrenton 
and Wright City branches will collect food 
and hygiene items for Warren County 
Health Partnership, Inc.
   All donations will directly support 
vulnerable community members in 
Warren County through programs such 
as the Blessing Hutch food and hygiene 
pantry and Beat the Heat (& Cold), which 
provides air-conditioning units, fans, and 
other essential assistance.
   Donations may be dropped off at the 
Warrenton or Wright City branch through 
October 31.

Suggested donations include:
● Canned meats and pasta
● Cereal and noodles
● Pasta sauce
● Peanut butter and jelly
● Microwavable cups of pasta or 
potatoes
● Chicken Helper, Tuna Helper, and 
Velveeta Skillets
● Pop-Tarts and snacks
● Shampoo and soap
● Deodorant
● Toothbrushes and toothpaste
● Laundry and dish soap
● Toilet paper

4-H Fall Fest Open House Offers Fun 
for the Whole Family
   The Franklin 
County 4-H Fall Fest 
Open House will 
be held October 22 
from 6–8 p.m. at the 
Franklin County MU 
Extension Office, 
located at 100 Union 
Plaza Drive in Union. 

Come enjoy a fun fall evening and see 
what 4-H has to offer!

   The free event will feature a petting 
zoo, games and fun, a craft station, project 
booths, snacks and fall treats. Families will 
also have the opportunity to visit with staff, 
club leaders and members about getting 
involved in the program.
   The Fall Fest Open House is 
recommended for ages 5–13, but all are 
welcome to attend. Join 4-H for friends, 
fun and fall adventures.
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Spooky Reads for Chilling Nights
   Spooky season has arrived, bringing the perfect excuse to curl up with a book filled with haunted houses, masked killers, 
supernatural mysteries, and things that go bump in the night. Whether you prefer playful scares or a story that will keep you awake 
long after dark, these chilling reads offer something for every horror fan. Explore the featured titles below, then follow the link to 
discover even more books perfect for the Halloween season. To view the complete reading list or to place a hold, visit us online at  
bit.ly/4ybTmuz. 

Kiss Slay Replay 
by Rachel Harrison

A destination 
wedding becomes a 
deadly nightmare when 
a masked killer begins 
hunting the guests; and 
the day starts repeating 

itself. Trapped in a terrifying time loop, the 
survivors must uncover the truth if they 
hope to make it to tomorrow.

Marion 
by Leah Rowan

In this inventive 
reimagining of 
Psycho, the infamous 
shower scene takes 
an unexpected turn 
when Marion Crane 

fights back. What follows is a bloody, 
suspenseful story of survival, female rage 
and sisterhood.

Starling House 
by Alix E. Harrow

Opal accepts a job 
inside the mysterious 
Starling House, an eerie 
mansion connected 
to her Kentucky 
hometown’s history of 

bad luck. There, she uncovers long-buried 
secrets, generational curses and monsters 
that may be more real than anyone 
imagined.

Slade House 
by David Mitchell

Hidden behind an 
ordinary alleyway is a 
mysterious house that 
appears only under the 
right conditions. Every 

nine years, its unusual residents invite a 
lonely outsider inside; but those who enter 
Slade House may never find their way out.

Mister Lullaby 
by J.H. Markert

An abandoned 
train tunnel in Harrod’s 
Reach has long 
been connected to 
unexplained deaths, 
disappearances and 

frightening local legends. When the town’s 
nightmares begin crossing into reality, its 
residents must confront what has been 
hiding in the darkness.

Helping Hands Collection Drive at Owensville Branch

   Helping Hands Outreach will have a collection drive at the Owensville branch during October. They will be accepting donations 
of non-perishable food items, personal care items, and paper products. The mission of Helping Hands Outreach Center is to provide 
commodities and emergency food to persons in need and to serve as a clearing house for the Owensville-Rosebud Ministerial Alliance 
and the Owensville Salvation Army. For more information, visit owensvillefoodpantry.org.

owensvillefoodpantry.org
SCENICREGIONAL.ORG
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October Crossword Puzzle Across:
8 Warning of imminent danger
9 Extreme foolishness or madness
11 Long heroic tale
12 Large farm for raising livestock
13 Tense and nervous
14 Difficulty expressing thoughts clearly
17 Desk tool for slitting envelopes
19 Location or setting
20 Author of Das Kapital
22 Street urchins
24 Desktop or laptop device
26 Nervous shakiness
28 Bottomless chasm
30 Old, in Scots dialect
31 Stringed instrument with a teardrop body
32 Sends by a different path

Down:
1 Drug that calms or induces sleep
2 Curved yellow fruit
3 Head of the United Nations
4 Shock into silence
5 Sistine Chapel painter
6 Poker stake put in before play
7 Scenery for a theatrical production
10 Crumbly dough used for pie crusts
15 Profit from selling an asset
16 American-born child of Japanese immigrants
18 Lone Star State
21 United States citizen
23 Person who signs up for a course
25 Rip into pieces
27 Rise and fall of the sea
29 Days of long ago

Find the answers at:  
www.scenicregional.org/crossword.

http://www.scenicregional.org/crossword
SCENICREGIONAL.ORG
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SCENIC REGIONAL LIBRARY
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2027 Membership Year

All information submitted is considered confidential and will never be given or sold to any other individual, 
company, or organization.

If this membership is for you, please provide your information; if this membership is a gift for someone else, please 
provide their information:

FIRST NAME

STREET ADDRESS CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS

If this membership is a gift for someone else, please provide your information:

FIRST NAME LAST NAMEMIDDLE INITIAL

STREET ADDRESS PHONE NUMBEREMAIL ADDRESS

Mail this form (or drop it off at your local branch) with your personal check or money order to: 
Friends of the Library, 251 Union Plaza Dr., Union, MO 63084
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible.

BRANCH AFFILIATION  
(Please select one)

Hermann Branch
New Haven Branch
Owensville Branch
Pacific Branch
St. Clair Branch

LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP

Individual - $15
Family or Organization - $25
Library Supporter - $50
Lifetime Donor - $500
(includes $150 voucher for donor wall book)

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? (Select all which apply)

Volunteer at the Fall Book Sale
Volunteer at the Spring Book Sale
Volunteer at other events
Volunteer at my local branch
Serve on the local Friends of the Library’s
Governing and Planning Committee

OFFICE USE ONLY
 New Application
 Renewal
 Date Received:
 Check #______              Cash
 Amount Received:

LAST NAMEMIDDLE INITIAL

If this is a family membership:

NAME(S) OF FAMILY MEMBER(S) (SPOUSE AND/OR MINOR CHILDREN) 

Sullivan Branch 
Union Branch
Warrenton Branch
Wright City Branch
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