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, The idea of public '1.:ibrary. fil■ cir.cult~ •·as' first 
p~oposed· by the Cai::n~gie Corporation ia 1947. In 1998,. one of. two 
thre&l-'year grants was giYen to the ftissouri State Library for the 

I , dev.elop■ent of a ,.s~tevide' fil■ circuit •. Fil■_,..packages •of four ·to 
nine 'fil.,as ver.e circula-ted a■ong eleven libraries. Early ccinflicts. 
vith the U~iversity of l!issquri)-S fil■ di•s. tribut. ±on .. sy~te■ ,and • . 
proble•~-•i~h overspent gra~t ~~nds· were overco■e. Policies were 
crea.t.e4 and film pacltages were tailored to· .aadiences. The project was .. . 
a Jniccess at the' grant's expiration in 1951. lith -grosing· enthusias■ 
(32 participating libraries) and state funoi~g, the project continued· 
as the ftissouri Libraries Pil■ ·cooperative. In 1954, participating 
.libraries toolt over fQnding the Coop~ratiYe, and by 1966, the,nu■ber 
of fiI■s grew to 0 955. Serious proble■s vith fil ■ ■aintenance 
threatened the Cooperative until 1966, when state funds were 
available. Nov (1975), the to'tal collt.tctio_n exceeds 3,800 fil■s. 
fte■ber liorarians still' pay, _but now ac:cording l.9 assessed valuation 
of the library and ·the population served. Fil■ utilization:, still 
considered a proble■, is being overco■e. vith workshops for me■ bers. 
An edited interview with the for■er director of the ftissouri State 
Pila De■onstration Project (1948-50) provides a ·personal viev of 
early.fil• circulation in _Missouri. (DAG) 
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I • • • .... .. ,,,, "' 

'.l'ffE MISOOURI ·LIBRARIES.•FIIM COOPERATIVE: :iTs \ru:~us, His Y AND. GRO\ffli., /· 
1. , · ; . • • • • • • · _:; I 

. . • , • , 1~. • • •~ • . • '.1 I I -~ 
• • • ';,. ,, ,. 4 ) ,. • • : / ' J / ·' 

• The .. _id~a _for:. publtc lib_raryt.filil circuits.~ the: un1i+, States was. / ... 

• F_io:enc,•An4~\,n, ~• Ms. An. derson was,Assis~~t SeC:.:..,tory/_!'~ t~e Car:e7·~ ,; 

eotftion bacl.<_ia 1947. The Corporation~ Jus~•gi.Vl"'. /~he·Ameti.can • . 

• Library Aspo•ciation a grant. tb hire Patricia Blfdr,. fbrmef 'head of Cleve~d, 
11 • I· . ,. • •. · . . r· 

:,'riblic Library• s lnormously success¥ Fif!U· Bureau,· ~s AI/A Film Advisor_. 

Her mission wal:i to· stirnulat~ and guide the natio~widedet~lopment of 
I .. , ·. t 

• ...public library film service. Ms. Anderson, l'laving researched t·he educational 
. . - • , I ;~ 

_f~lrn lll9Vement ~~ior to the aw~ of. the ~-, was f ncerned. ~h~t _small_ 

libraries wi~Iµng ~o- bring lfi.lms to their colJlllW1ities fouJ.11 not afford td . 

deve:iop adequate coll~ctions. In· diseussions with t~ F:J.lm ~visor; Ms. . .· . . ·. ~ I ~- .. 
. ' • • ' . \ ' -

"Ander·son sugges;ted the solution 'might· lie in e~t.· Cana~an experiments 

.• she had learned of in her investigations w}:lerein p ckages of films we:r:,e . 
, • _rotated ~ng regional libr~ies. 14iglit not s U.S. libraries pool 

-their•funds, acquire films cooperatively-~ c culate'.packet.s of films 
.. '•' .. 

from one small library to the ne.x:1i,? . A larg . 
i •. • ~ • 

ublic libr,ary in the area 
• ' t)' 

. • ,J • • • 

could serve as the administrative center, • .distribution hub. Ms. Blair 
' ' . "' . ... • ' \ ' . ' 

agreed and began working on )>lans for exp riments that wouid tesf the • 

~ f.easibil; ty f,f the tdea. •· , 

• In May 1948, the Carn~ie Corpora ion awarded grants 
• ,.:."' . for two demon-

strations. One gran~; was to the Cle"l 'landfublic Library_ for the de~elop­

m·ent of a· Film Circuit that would s e suburban libraries in· northern 

I 

I 
I 

I • 

Ohio. The other grant was t,t, the ? issouri .State Library for the development ~ 
j, '., ' I" • • t , , I' • - , • 

I 



·,\ 

0 
EfilC 
Wiiii&tUR 

2 \ 
.. . 

I • 
\ . 
~'r ~ st~ewi~e /film ci;cuit. • Both proje·c~s ~ere highly f3U~cessful-~d hav-e·- ..... 

I" \ , ' *' l ~ 
\ ~ / . ~ ,' ' • . •• 

pers:t~;ted, alb~it in altered form• until the :present day. The Missouri 
. '· ~ l , . ... l '' 

circ:uit \.has experienced extraqroinary growth :and ~ansion of its services. 
I 

,--· I 

It may· be of value to exarn:j_.ne the way it has ,developed and t_o identify reasons 
I . '. I . 

for·its success. I' 

Wny Missouri Was Selected . 
·, 

Missouri, a 1£~1y .rural stflte with m~ small ci~1es, was· a· ~ogical 

thoice for the experilhel'\t. Und~r the ;leadership, '?,,f a dynamic, progressive 
\ .. . . 

•• ~tate Librarian, Kathryn M~\' ,public iibrarY.- se~_ce had ·been expancling 

since World War II. with an ~~gy and rapidity that' attracted nationwide 
' -~-- • ~-- ' 

attention. _ Outreach pr_ograms naci'~en initiated that sent bookmobiles to 
, • • • : • . l 

farming ~ommunities and_ to'·i•backwoodsPt~eas t of the O~arks_. - In an effort 

to :each non~ead:rs, t~e~e !bookmo,biles ~re equipped wi~h 16mm. {projectors 

• and fiL':ls were ~hewn at bookmobile sto'ps - 'often to people who had never 

' ~ " ' ' 

~cen. 0. motion picture. Missouri WpS ~OU~ t~ l)articipate; in the • ent, 
c I 

and its record of· .achievement in library sernc·es suggested it would exert 

every effort to make_ the demonstration a success. 

The Exoeriment Begins 

With the assistance.o.f Patricia Blair, Kathryn Mier prepared a proposal 
. • ' ' .,., . l ., • 

that was ·submitted 'to the-~grnegie·corporation in April 194.8. According to 

!the' pro;iosal; the t-~issouri State, Library would ;eceive a grant totaling $15,000 . . ' ' . 

•. • <r:~~l~ in ·annual _installments or .$7, 580, $ ~, 000, and S2, 500) r~r the pµr.chas~, . 

6f ;films. Participating libraries would_ conttibute:-an additional $250 each 

ye~. Film pa:kets would circula~e- fro:n one librar.r to the next, ret~ng 

in the /summer to the State Library. for inspection and repair. 
' I • ( • 

,. At the end qf each· year, the packets would be. divided. Each particip_ant • , ' 

woul4 receive per:nanent possession of'five. titles; ~e remainder would go to 

f 
) 
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~he Stat~ Library for the esta~ishment of a spot.'booking collection.' At 
. ' • 

the end of the three years, meritber libraries would have small permanent 
• 1, 

.-, . • collecti~ns and the State Libracy WQuld have a rather substantial spot , 

~-,~ bookini\_~011ectio~ which woul,d ~o~inue to be cieveioped in the future. 1
' 

·/ .. ~\. ~s,, .Anderso_n, responding to 4e .proposal, co"trmended Ms. Mier· on her 
/ '::;~~' ·' \ . . • • .. . 

inteq:t~to keep plans for .the deroonstration °flexible" arid noted, "It 
' , ,· ,, .. ·"'_~.::,, . 

might be f~,impracticable, for example, to set up permanent film 
. .,,_,. 

c~llections ~~mc~ber lioraries, since the saturation point for.mos~ 
' ., ·.:::,·"'- . • ' 

film~. is r~ached quie~in small co~ties.n2 
. "''-; ~ ... ' • 

In actual practice,"·\he circuit that developed was somewhat._diff'erent • 
' . ',,",,,, . 

:from the one. proposed. S. Jani~e Kee, a Regional Field C.9nsultant·for the 
..... \ ~ . 

' • . ' .. 
Sta.te Library, was placed in charg~f the proj_ect. She desigrJ.ed ~.he . 

• • ~rogra-:i that was actu.ally implement:ed~·establishe.~ poli~ies that :led 
• . ' , .••. l ... ' l 

to the·long term and continued succe~s of ·the·undertad.ng. L. 
' 

An ir.tportant difference· between the· ~ieveland ex:peri.~e:-:.t and the· 
' • ~- . . \ 

.. ::issouri one wa·s that there _was no pr&-existing film department in the .. - . • • (. -\ ,, 
State Library _into which the. cir'cu:i,.t could ,pe plugged. While Cleve.land · 

• ::-.erely added 'th~ d~vising and. administer'irig .of th~il\ cir~it. to ·thE: al.ieady 
• . . ; . \ \. • ' -

~ . , . . 
a:.-:esome re;pons'ibilities •of the Film Bureau·, t_he 1-ij.ps.ciuri circuit had to 

. • ·' ,.. .,.. '\ • ·: 

. start "from !;;Cratch'' creating a philosophy for the proJect. as ~\':ell El.3 

practical policies. Decisions made at the, very start .of \he pro1ect, have 
. , . 

~nd long term value shaping the ,nature and ~uccess of the cooperative .~hat 
~ \ 

cvolyed_from these begi_pnings. 
, ' 

On July 11 - 12, ~948, an informal 1'!'¥;?etirig of Librari3!1s intef.est'cd in 

the project ·.:as held in the state capitol, J~fferson City, a.11d provisions. of 

, ' \1i•1ier, Kathr;fn p_- "Pro~o-s~'-- State Demonstration llissouri State ~bri: 
• Ap,ril 21, 1948. 
~ ; - . 
"·Andex'son, Florence. , 

. 
Letter to Kathryn P. Mier~ April ~.3, 1943.: ,... 

b 

\ ' 
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. I the first contract were:r3-~cided upon. An important ~ecision was that 
1 

i' . lt . ! 
film packag~s would be rputed to·the State Library ~a:~h month for :i,nsp~ftion 

' , \ • ', I •• 

since proper maintenance "would,·b,e impossible" if.film$ progressed fro~ 
• . . • . I 

I 

iibrary to library. a_ . si::ecifi~ in the ·proposal.
1 

The importance of- tF-s 

move can· not be overest • ted/· The ill will enge~ered among participants 
I 

'" I I~ 

of other film circuits by the transmission Qf damaged films has been ~ited. 
J f 

. . . ') 

as a major problem .. severely. corrosive of overall morale.·· 
I 

o ~I, 
• I 

Another important decision was Ms. Kee' s conviction ttm.i ··a·'uproiosophy 
\ • I • 

• ;. f .. ... 

o!' democratic adrn:i,ni~trati~n. was to be applied., n3 l·:hile the ~lev~ltmd Film 
. I 

. . . • . . e . . ! I. 

3:.ireau as;mmed almost complete ~spori,sibility for planning and a~stration 
., I • • .. • • ' .,, , . •• • '1 / l • .,, 

of:' their circuit and for i'ilm selection~ the Missouri progr:am r~gµired member 
' . 

. :'..:ibraries to. activ~ly parti~ipate in pl~ and decisi~n maki:1P•\ • Moi?hl:-.. 

";:review parties" we~c held in v:arious part::;. of the. state; here fil~s considered • 

:or purchase were screened and wted on. . . ' 
"A preview party r·.r.rdly eve_!' ended 

' ' 
' . 

~··::.thout one closed business r.ieetin& in w:-.ich the p<'.1.rt:icipating librarians 

discussed problems anq formulated and ·;ccorded poli~ies.•14 Librariails were 
. \ 

' , .:.;.irthcr encour.aged to participate in, regional ~d national • audiovisual' : ..... 

- rogra:ns, worl<ships and conventions. • As; a result, a str,ong" ::;e~se of involve-
. . . ...,. 

• '.:'.en:. and enthusiasm was generated which established ~ firm ·oasis for the 
.. 

s·~bsequent developr.icnt of the cooperative as ru1 independcr.t organization. . 
BiJ September ·1, 194-S, contracts had been signed by nine county iibraries 

0..'1d the St. Louis Pu}?lic Library. The State Library was an eleventh participant 
i 

subsc~ibing to a packet for· use in the • boo'.(mobilcs. On September '27, . the first 
I • 

:.:;cc, -Sar.ili Janice, Cooocr~tive •F:ih1 Service Throu :: Public Librarfes Demon­
strated b a Pro ·ect in His.souri 1 48 - 19 1. Unpublished thesj,s; Denton, 
Texas State Gollege for \·!omen, 1951 , P• -:25. ' 

~ - • ' 

;·sager, Don, "A Cast! History in Cooperation ••• the Northern Onio Regional film 
C ir_cui t," OLA Bulletin XXXVIII ,(July, 1968) , 8 ... 14. • . . 

,J.f.ee, ~. 27. t 
4Kee, P• ;l.. ,- 6 



packets we.re ,dj_frbu;.'d: They 'Contained only_ four films each.· ~ l· 

Noyember ~l+ t1f, size of • th~ pac~et·s A.ti~ incre~sed to nine films apiece. 

• Prob1.em/Emerge • - • • • • • 
~ . 

The ex:/eriment seemed off ~o a good st~t, but al~~t• invnediately 
• - 1 '- t •·, • ~ I • 

serious~diffic:J,lties emerged. ,The Adult Education·and Extension Division . ·- ,,. 
of the University of- Missouri had only recently started to de",/lllop a film . ' 

collection wi4.h the intent of .. providing sp?t bookings to ~t grot:1p:t .. :t,.hroijg.W,:. 

' 
. out· the state. They viewed the. circuit as a thr.~at··a'.na-p5tential competition 

.."l'."". ' • . 
• • • • ,l. . . . 

for,film users•and state funds. It demanded a·high level meeting to- determine 
. . .., ... 

• . .• . ~ 

'dh~I', Missouri. ~ould dist~bute. film~ to .adult·s. -

Even more serioas-; it was di.scoveued in Fall." 1948 that Ms. Mier "in. 
• ' • I 

·~ _ / ner_ enthusiasm f~r- an~· devqt.ii,n. ~o the progl".am for li~raz;-y extension in 

. -:-i t~e- stit~'' had 'be~n Q.V~rsJi~hding her- budget..3- , Sh.e was forced to resign. 
I 

~ ' - . . '. 
s. Jani--se_ Kee wa~ named'':A.cting· State Libr.lrian. A "freeze" W~S then 

C'I, ' ~----~ ., • ._, 

imposed on all Sta\e Library· funds. • .The C~n.egie Grant was· included in 
•'•,. • .. ,' - . \ . 

/.thi9 '!freeze" cau~ing a. financial crisis for the f~edgling p,{,ject • 

. • In resijons .. o these difficulties, Ms. Anderon flew t.o Hiss~url On 

• 

0 
EfilC 
Pfahl, · +WI 

. ' 
January 25_, ·3.:949. She went to _the State Attorney General's Offic_e where 

she mapag~d to get.the grant funds release~. •The -followi~ day she m~t 
f 

with, a~strators of tjle · Univer.sity of Eissouri and made some progress 

• in mollifying the Extension·divisio~ by assuring the:n ·the State Library 1 

;•~ not pl~ to_ build (i J l~ge spot-booking collection and by suggesting 

the library promotion of films would in fact lead· to int:reased demands for ._ 

the Extension Division's fi~ '• 
,, , 

. _ In .writing to Ms. K"ee, Ms. An~~rson er~~s~zed. the importance of 

-4 

• 
111Calendar of events a.pd report.". U~published, July 1, 1949. •• 
~-
'":Kee, P• 33 •. _ • 
\1.L~A. ~arteriy, IX (December, 1948,, 73-?l+ ... 

,1 7 
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·coopei-ating ~ th the University peop!e "even though you. ay have to ~o .... 
more than hall' \r2y. 11•• r'urthe'rmore, she discoµraged. the spo b?oking}nd - • 
tl:1~ permanent_ colle:tion aspects pf the original propos.al. 

communities the sa·t:!rltion point for a' film is reached. too 

warrant; purchase ••• ,In·this particuJ.~ kperiment we are trying to see 
• 

whe~fter [ the State Library J can successfully act as a c9ordinating \;:enter 
\ • C . . \ , 

• t~ 'keep a gro'-lp of8.films moving fro~ one sm~~pository_ to another. and ) 

• to stimulate their proper use." \ 

The Success of' the Circuit' 

. WLth these difficulties out of·the·wa,y, the experime~t began in 

earnest -:- policies being c·~eated an'd altered· as needed~ Packages were 

_designed to contain. films for td:.ilts,for young• adults, and for children, 
. , 

but• £here was constant emohasis on 'the £act that the main objective of 
' • • • # • J " . 

the progrC;!.'11 ':iae reaching the aciult population with· educational films. 
.. ·~ . 

:C::acl) packet contained fil:ns on current affairs, home'mald.ng, he"alth, s~et;r, 

agricultur'e, conservption and· c:1ild care. A few "disc-y.ssion type" fil'rns 
~- ~~-. . . . , .. " 

were kept at the state capitol for. spot-booking, but they were not~ 
• M 

extensively used. Indeed, one of the_1j-sappoil'}tments of the project -
j ' • .. 

• to Ms~ Kee and the participati~g librarians._ was that discussion·films . 

were less popular in general than purely entertainment and ih.f;.ormatfonal · 

fiin:s. • Libi-arians h~. ber'di tion~ by .the F1J Fo_rums ~;riments 

of the early f ortie~ view the generation ;f discussion as • the high.est -

most legitimate - library use of films •. However, Missouri view~rs tended 

to pref"er. viewing of films \dthout formal discussion. "Films have been shown 
v· '-

and not' used" lamented Ms •.. Kee in her final appraisal ~f the program~ 

1
The Fi11!1 Forum Demonstr~tion Proj~ct wa,:3 another Carnegie 'Corporation funded 
experiment which, at the start of World War II, introduced the first large 
scale, coordinated use· of films in puplic libraries and set the stage for 
the \public library film movement. • • • 

·I) 8 

• 

. . 
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• Yet tl}e people did respond to tpe program - attending showings in 

. . 

• gr~at ·n.µmbers ~ coimlent,~ ~nt~sia'Sti~&µy. S~een millimet411r p~ . 
~ • ' 0 

• j eat.ors were rare in Missouri ill those· dS1S and more than half the film 
'J. 

• " 
~shQwings of the circuit films wer~ either under library a_uspices'or with: 

library_projectors and projectionists. 
-.• • r;- ; . ' I • . . 

The project was· viewed by Ms •. Kee as a part of the overall extension 
~ . • . 

pr.ogr~ of· the State_ Library. She devoted approximate~. a ~hird of her 

• c# tini~ to ·the program and a· clerical worker devoted' a third of his. time to 

0 

• I 
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ro~~ ~~- in_~pec~ion of films. , _, • , 

Ms. Kee ~esigned· from' the State Lil:t!t-ary in 1950 •. She was replaced 

as Assistant State Librarian. and Film Administrator by William ~• 
. . \ 1 . . 

In her 195i Master's Thesis Ms. Kee analyzed th& development of, the ✓ 

. , ~roject and ;eported the ,enthus~astic re/ctions of participatin&.librarians •• 
. • • I ,_ • , 

They felt the circuit·had, by nrovid.i!lg cheap ,tmd convenient ac~ss to 
... r • { 

i '. . 
s~bstantial numbers o~ films, enabled them~to reach the non-reading, public, . . 

. . 
• to se~e cormrunity groups and churches, to improve the public image of the 

., . 
library, and, by reaching people who never charged out books, to overcome 

opposition to the librar.y tax. 

In his report to ·the Carnegie Corporation upon the expiration of· the 

_grant in_ 1-95\, Mr.· ~Y characte.rized the 'P~.it:,ct as "a tremenduous. ·------·-··----------- ____________ __ 

~ccess." He,,.noted the project - which began with ten l~braries, addec!,. 

-three.more in 

interruption" 

would have 

.. 

l.-9 ·and another three in. 1950 - would continue "without 
\ • 
\ . . . . 
• th twenty-two liQraries participating. Through these 

or over 35% of the state• s' entire populatipn" 

. 
' t 

A 

,. 



• 
The Missouri Libraries Film Cooperative Forms· 

( 

One Qf the reasons the experimen~ succeeded and ias continued was-
., . .. ' . . . 

• the great· espirit de· corps that mi.d been generated among t~e participating, 
< • I • • '. 

librarians. Patricia Blair, att~nding a •tpreview party" E!,t the new ·au~visual 

• library _of the K~sas City Public Library in October 1950, noted "the 

democratic, vital and pioneer spirit of the grot;.p is very evident and 

0 
Efil.C 
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admirable. 111 

I. 
It was decided that the project should continue under the official 

) 

name: Missouri Libraries Film Cooperative. Since· most member libraries· 
\ 

• :ould ill afford increased contributions, the $25(.,.per'annum contribution 

~-:as' not ind-eased. (. 

However, when the new contracts were signed-in July 1951, the State 

Librarian inforined the Gq~perative that the State Library could not i:1defin-
I 

it.ely abSorb the administrative costs. He_.asked that plans be developed 
• • .• ' . 't 

~·or the Cooperative _to become independent and self sus~ai.'1ing. 

By 1953 details of a plan for continuance of the Cooperative as a 

permanent, independent entity ~ere evolved. In late August, membership 
. • i 

, (now numbering thirty-two 3:-ibr~ies) met in Jefferson City to draft a 
I 

:;onstitution and by-laws and tp draw up a new plan of operation. On ·March 4, 

:19 54, a Jefferson "ci'£y circui J court • judge granted incorporation making the 

Cooperative a legal- col'('orat~-body capable ~f Oi~ing I?~be~y. 
I ,• 

The new corporation 'was/ governed by ·an elected seven member Board of 
....,,,,. '. / .. · • 

Directo:s• . An administrator, Ms. Thelma Ts, was hi~d to carry out 

, policies of the.Board, to ha'.ndle business· details and matters relating to 

r.iaintenance of the1·oollection, to arrange~ preview ·sessj,.ons, and .to prepare 
\ 

. . . ' 
catalogs. Rent-free space W¥ donated by Springfield Public Library. 

• I 

-
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•• ·~ Wi-t.h ':\',he.· Stp.te· Library ao loimer subsia±zing the project, it was 
. ~ ... '. .. .... : . . . "' .. • ' 

. ·dec~ed -:RX>nt~--~specti~n mus't. b_e sacr:i,.fi~ea.· ~d. packe~~, _began to, move 

• dir~ctli. from ~~~- :I:i_or~ .-t.o the next. ·Members were • expected. to keep 
' . . 

films iri "'tp~~ -~~s~s~~- ·in '·~o~d rep➔ '~nee. ev~ry- rrl.ne months to a 

ye~· -f~·:·returqed;to .:t_h~. ~ooper~~ive • 1jr thd~ugti inspection, c~eaning~ . 
' • • • \·,, ♦•• ', "(' • • • . •• ♦ • • ~ -~ .• • ~ • -• ,: • • .. • • 

and repair. 'I,nitial.11, ,co~ereial film laboratories contracted to do··· 
♦ • • • • t,# • • • • . • 

. . ":_ ~. .. . • -,. __ :.-, . . . "',.:'· . . . • ' • ., • 

. hese'periodic • oyerhatµs(· .eventually :i:flspecti.on fu1lities were developed 
. . ' . . 

• • ,. • • j'~ • 1. 

at· the Spr¥ield headquarters. ~ . ., 
""":.o,.... .. ' • . ' • • ~' 

In 1958 ·fees were raised -to .1300 a _year, .and new m;rrilters we.re requir.~d . 

·.$900 their f~sf ye~. and ,·$600 :t,h; ~ecorid. ·: ·Jubscribipg li?l~arie
1
s 

\ . 

• ting members of. th~ C~perative. \~~al business meet~s. were 
' ' " ~ . ' . .- \ . " "' . 

held? and mbers con.tinuect-.. to •,seiect. new . f4rr's at periodic· previe!1 sessions. 

As ·old~-and.le.ss p·o~~ films ·w~r~·-veeded fro~ pac~ets: a s~t-;· • 
• • • .. - : ~ "• ••.; ._ I " •• ,..,.. • ~ '\ ,-

::,;_~king coUection did begin,'½'_ e~lve.,~ ·ln 1960_; ~·th~re•were ?-04 film½ • 

j,n this collection. , • -~ 
' 'lo ' ' '1' • l .. 

"During the ye'1!'s 1954 to 1966, .. the ,c!oc;iperat~ve ~ontinued t~ .g:rt>w and 
. ,,. '. . 

serve its const"1ituents. In 1966, the Mis_souri-Librari~s- Film Cooperattv:e> 
. " 

o .. med 955 tilms - ·700 in _paci-;ets and 255 in the spot-bookinf; collection • 
.... 

-' su7st~tial film coll~ctio_ns had dev~l~p;d ~ fQur lar'ge 1:1i7~o~braries •. 

(Kansas City, St.·Louis, St. Louis Cpunty, and the•Mid~ontincnt Public· 

-------libraryJ:-1-1ost-other _libraries in the -state that provided films ½o their ~ 

patrons did·so through their part:idpation in the_ Cooperative. .. 

' ~ \ . ' . 
In 1966, the Cooperative wa~·~ady to enter a pecond period of innova:-

\ 
• . I • . 

tion and growth. .Thanks, thi~ time,\ t9 t~c Librar~\ Services an~ Constructi~:m 

, fct. • \ 

The Insnection Center Moves to Mi;d-C.ontinent 
{ Q O . 

• • .. \ . . t . 

The Bqard of_WX,ector~ begB/1. to r°~rmulate ·a request for:~cvun4s .. 
• • • I 

• j 1+ ' J 
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t~. renovt1te the, fil!n colle~tion. , Thi~ w~uld in~l~d~;' a tliorou~h. weeding. -. ' . 
replacing old and inf'e~ior titles with fllms ·of the highe~t ql,lali1;y an_d . . ". 

'currency. It would also involve an experiment in vital.J.zing tbe· spot-booking . ' . 
• • 'ft . . ... 

cpllectio~ -· turning itr, from a medw,cre ·collec-tiop of discards into a la;ge 
. 

. ~-- collection of' quality films ~hat could truly supplement ~he packets _and > · 
I 

• "" ' 

.... 
0 

EfilC 
Ubifi · !·Ill 

~nlarge the entire ~cope and value of the.Cooperative. 

But could. the Cooperative, with ·its one room at.tflpr'1ngf,i~ld Public 
. / . . ,: ' . 

.Library, handl~ this. expansion? Even that room was in danger - Springfield , 
• ~ " I,. • J • . • • • ' 

Public Library was having its own·gro-.,ing pains. It needed the 81),!lCe •• 

A solution was fo~d - ~tiy throug~ the effor'te of Jolm .. Ferguson • 
., 

Mr. Fergu&~n had been a page at Springf;ield Public and was greatly inter-· 
' 

ested 1n MLFC. • Now ·be was Assistant Librarian at the Mitl-Continent Public 
\ . 

_. ~ibrary 1-:- a system with headquarter~s in _lnd~pendence .tha~ serves Jac~on, 
. . 

Clay and 'Platte Counties •. Mid-Continent haa a film collection administered .. . ~ . . ' 
' by Ms. Mary McPhers9n. 

inspection equi~ment. 

d) 

It had'space, staff, and ~lec~ron~c c~g and 

It was proposed the spot~booking and the ·inspeetion 
, .. 

a~p~cts of the MLFC be transferred to Mid-Continent and that~ reim'f>urse 

~~CPL for its services. This move :~ made in .Nove~er 1966. Administr$tive 

.... 

·( ' .., . . 

services remained in Springfield under Ms.- Davis until ·her retirement in 1972 • 
• 

At that time, Ms. McPherson assumed Ms. Davis' responsibilities ..and all 
. . . 

~servfoes ~~re trans/erred to IndepeQ.dence. 

The request for LSCA-funds was mad! on September 8, • 1966. Jt was granted 
" .:i 

• . I .• • .,, • 

and the Cooperative was to_ receive 1275,000 over a periqd of five years., Work 
. . 

be.san in earnest - massive planning., weeding, screening, working· to improve , • . 
an1 update packets and to buiid up'the spotl~ollectio~. 

. . 
By fisJ'al 1,ar 1970-

\ t. ~ 

71, the number of films in packets had risen fro.m 700 .to 98o, and -the 

12 
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• ~pot..:col].ec:ti_pn had grow. from 255 films .to 14,1 a. 
"' " . • 1- • • . f , • • • ' . , ': .. 

•. • • ~e cqoper(ltive agreement '.with ]tCPL· was working we1i; MCPL b~nefitte~ 
• ·., -- ,-. ~- '. ' ,1o'l;1 

• -by h.aJing ~cceBJ;i to.-the- spot,,.b~o)d.ng co.llection ~he, Cooper~tive.,. In re~turn 

·~CPL ~e~tfon· ~as made ~vailable. fo,r ~~t-~ookin~· ~o _mem'~rs d; the MI.tp .. 
FW>the•o;e, • th~ increased staff an'd facilities made it possible to· reiu.state . . 
the inonthly in~pection of films. ... 

' - .7 '11 • ..... 

':I;hj,ls was important since mai~teri,a.:ice of l'ilms had b~~ome.a seri(?US 
. . 

problE!m causing, according to Ms.,McPherson, "constant quarrels".$nd ''bad 

·• • f e.e~i~gs~' between participants.· ~ ~imi.iar pro,blem has a!f.licted i.,,. Northern 
• ,. . • ·- . • ,. ,.. l . ,, 

Ohio Regional Film· Circuit which devel~ped ... out dr th~ Cleveland experimJmt • .w 
.. - ' -'.-'• • • ' • i 

• \ .••. - • • . ' , "· .• • ,r ·,• : ~ • 

In.a 1968 article,. Don Sager, then chief-librarian o~_Elyria Public Library 
. t ' ~ 

. :• • . 1 . . ..: . . • 
where the _circuit ~·ollection is. housed, repor\ed· that !'great resentment exists 

. . '" ,1 . 

b&t~een some 1 m_embers or: the' circuit becau~e of _crit_icism received either 
... • . :.·,. # • ' . ' /,' • '. , ' • 

. ric~;ly o;_ wx:ongly on inspectyn• • Various members ~ve threatened to drop out .. 
• ' "' ,"" ~ . f . ' • ' . . . • • 

of the circuit because ·of this criticism, and only· t.he equity inveGted in the 
- • J • ,• .. . • 

collection ~ kept them ·in the· circuit. 1'2 (Sag~r alfJQ indicated the lack of . . ' . . ... • . 

;a p~sitive _adminia_trative policy•t was _a at~~l~_ng block .,.ror the ~ircuit. 

"Perhaps the best orgwiization ••.• w~uld have been 'incorporation as a non-'" 

. profit organization; with the adminis~rators or the member liqraries serving 

ao a board of directors. An administrator could then hav~ be~n hired to handle 

the full operati,on with a~ffic.ient autho1'ity delegated• to px:ovide ·some 

development. 113) 

Missouri Libraries .Film .,Oooperat~ve members now have films in their 

' librarioo.fifty-two weeks-a year. They receive new.packeto on the day they 

· mail their ol,d ones back to the Independence headquarters. Each packet now 

1 . ' • 
Cleveland Public Library witb.dreW' in•1i53. 

2sager, Op. ~it., p. 13 t , 

13
• • 

• 3Idem, P• 14. 
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contltina fifteen.films. In 1975, there were 106 packets with mail out and 

return dates scheduled by computerr 
' , 

• 

.. 

• HLFC .Today .. ~-

Aft er tb.e _first ·r.scA~ant expired, a second grant - this time ·1500,000 .;. . 

was awarded., . At the time the informa!'ion for this article was being· gathered . 
precise infcirm~tion about -the size of the collection was not available, but it· 

was estimated that, in 1975, the total coliection' exceeded 38oo films, includ­

·ing over 2000 titles in the spot· collection. 

To insure the cont~ued viability of the.Cooperative, a mass~ve increase• 

in members' contributions has been instituted. ·It is a measure of the success 
,,., ,, 

and real value of the Cooperative .that members, by anttlarge, have bEfen·willing . .... . ' . . • 
to accept·· these •fees. 'Acc~rding to t~ new scheme,• a member's. contribution is 

✓-

based on. two factors -:: the· assessed valuation of the library and tb,e pop1.1lation .. 
., 

cerved. In 1975-76, seven of the thirty-four member libraries paid less than 

' ,1.000 a year, twenty-two libraries paid between $1,000 and $4,000, three 
r, •, ' _,, 

libraries paid bet_ween 14,000 and $6,000, and two libraries pa,id in excess of . , 

i6_,ooo a year. As soon as the contribution exceeds l1i000, the library is -
1:fltitled to another packet. Thus, the highest. paying library, which is assessed 

S(,,656 a year, receives ~even packets a month or 1,410 films a year. The 

Dmall~st lib:rary pays S206 a year and receives 1&>·f~lms a ye~. In addition, 
• 

both have'rree access to the superb spot-booking collection • .,. 
. - . 

The spot-booking collection has enjoyed heavy and increasing use. ,Records 
. . 

for the pcr1~d July 1974 - May 1975,showed the smallest number oj bookings· 

occurring in August (600); while in Aprilthe number_ofbotjtings exceeded . . 

~,100. Spot-bookingo are made by collect calls to the Cooperative. Films.are 

sent by mail. ·Th~re is.no charge to the library other than for postage. While 

14 ~ 
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the member library is•free to charge borrowers a fee, this is very uncommon. . •· 

Most libraries ·do not eve_n' charge an insure.nee fee. ' : 

~ ' 
Among ,th~ most ~opular .films are thirty-eight feature films· ,held ori long 

4:.,~• ' • ,, 

te~m lease., ·These include King Kong, Citizen Kane, N_ational Velvet, 1:p1d 
-,....;·~•f \," 
~ -· 
~~ Wonka ~d the Cho.colat_e~a_cit(?ry. L. 

Schoois are the major users of .circuit {ilin~·but they are ~rohibited 

. . • from using the spot-booking collect ton. • Publie :Iibr.aries that do not belong-~ 
♦ • .• ·,1' 

to the Cooperat~_ve may sign a contract which allows them to furr~w up to .. •.• • • .-:- • 

· twenty-five· films a ye~ from the spot collection at a fe~ of S4.00 apiece. ·' .. , 

MS.". ... ··~.cPherson ~scha.rges b&r enormous responsibi'lities with the 
~· • ~ ... 7' ·~ 

~~,t~·•··/. ~ • ♦ • , ' -

• aGsistance of the equivalent of 3.5 full-time cierical employees. All are 
4 ' " • • • , '· 

empl.oy7es of Mid-Continent and enjoy" the employe~ benefits ·thus 2'Vai~Jle. 

Co:::ts are reimbursed by the Cooperative. 

. Ar::ong Ms~ ;cP~son' s most important and onerous responsibilities is· ~i :\ _ .. 

~nri-{J.."l.Cing the annual ljf.E;X~ew session. She pre-sel.ects films to be scr~ened 
., 1 C A, ' ~·...t . !~ is ~-\ >' , 

usinc published reviews,, suggestions fro111 librarians and information from pales. • 

rcpresent~tiv~s. In receht years, the prev~ew session has been held in Kansas 
( . ' 

City's Sheraton Royal Hqtel. Abo4t .250 titles are evaluated with s'creenings, 
• I 

r.or.ducted ,concurrently in five different r.oonis. ··.'·The usual procedur: is far L • .. 
hbrarians to view ten minutes .of a film and t~en vote on· it! J:f ~yBne 

J• 

requests it, the entire film is shown. Sc.reenings begin on Wednesqay and 
\, 

continue through Thursday. 
4 

Friday morning is .. devoted to the, annual bu1;;iness 
. 

·mcct.ing. Hospitality offered by various film coinpani-as .helps make these 

scszion5 memorable and enjoyable·. 

Film utilization is otill· considered a problem~ There is a felt need 
I -

for more.education of the participating librarians so that greater assiatan~e 

.,. 
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may be given to patron.3'in selecting films 8if).d planning.programs. To nelp, 

meet this need, the cooperative haa offered a number.of workshdps for_parti-

cipants in recent "years. 

.,· / Conclusion.· . 
-.• 

;ne Missouri Libi-aries Fiwn_Comperative.has been an.extraordinary 

SUCCC5'5. • The .first state-wide film circuit, it subsequently became &I. .inde­

• • p-endent corporatfo~ and has never stopped growing~ In rec.e,.nt ;,ear~, it -~ 
" • ''\. ""· \o.r 

ne:i:· ::.:-:,oed an outstanding spot-booking collection .'which supplements t,h.e l'ilms 
: ... ; •. ' . ~ .. 

. nvnilable in the circuit packages. J.U,FC has been an impressive model of 

' / cc:)neration - ·between member ;tib_rarie~,. between the Cooperative an.d the 

~tnt-:: Library, between·the Cooperative and non-member libraries (notably 

!~id-Continent PubUc Library). 

.faat fact.ors have led· to this success? Carbegie funds and 

.·~:::1. level GUpport, careful planning, participation by members, creativt! 

11. ~, ,, ·;,: r:-;:1ip, the provis'ion of adequate resources ,for the expert day to day· 

. a:i--:in:v,tration of the progr~. , Above all, ibassive quantities ,of work, enthu-
.., . I. . ,-J· 

:· i :fr.m, dedication, and tiigenuity have made the Missouri Libraries Film -(;,h,,i:r-ative the remarkable: achievement it is. 

t 

• 

f 

I 

1H 



.• 

I , 

,. 
·, 

0 
EfilC 
WMfrl 8 viFtii 

lo 

, ' 

.J 
• • 

'. 

--~ 

:~:,.i:;.,...,_:G :1L-~; 'lO 1~r, :-'SOfL.:.: 

• --- by 

.. 

J I • . 

ii 

.. ;,. 

'.i.'Hb· :- .IR::-i'I S'IA'Ir:.:.1:;1.0ili: 

\' 

r;. "'• • I,.· ;"l ,, 
l , 

Jnsenh ', • • J:-a lmPr 

l 
~ , I 

I, 

-,.; 

, 

,· 

,;,,, 

. 
•• 

• )' 

·• 



,.. 

l. 

' .. 

. ... 
Joseph W, Palmer 

? Division of Library Science 
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.... 

' . Bil,INGING. FILMS TO 'mE PEOPLE: THE FIRST STATE-WIDE . • . 

, FILM pIItuiT· - 'MISOOURI 1948 -· 51. . . . -r 
u, 

. . 
(The fol--lowihg,_is a condensed.and edited version ef an interview•with S. 

. . . . . . . . 

. Jj,Ulice Kee;. Ms. Kee· was the direct9r of', and, largely respon~ible for the, . . . . • . .' ; . 

success of, the lffssouri State Library, Film Demonstration·Project ·during . 
- • I' , • 1• . ' .- • 

the years 1948 :to 1950 •. Th:i'.s was the first state-wide fiim circuit· ever. 
' .... ' \ " ' . ' 

attempted._ It :4as one of two ~xp~;rirnental public library film ci'z:c1.µ.t.s 

funded by the Carnegie-Corporation at that .time. The other was the 

Cleveland Film Circuit whic)l demonstrated the feasibility of cooperative' 
' ' . . ' - .. • ·. . ' • . . 

film service among a group of ~burban libraries. These eircuits were 

the inspiration of Ms. Florence Anderson of the Carnegie Corporation and 
'' ,, . .. • • ' 

. Ms. Patricia Bl~r, the A.L .• A. Film Advisor • ., This iriter'1fiew took place 

qn June 11, 1975 ui: Dallas, Texas. -: Joseph W. P~er) • 

.,. • ' ' ;I' ~ • 

. P: Could ;,rou t~ll me h~w Missouri was ch(J'fJen to be th~ recipient ·o.f the 
• 

'I 
C~egie Grant?~ ' · • • • 

K: . The State LB>rarian, Kathryn Mier, had· been employed at -A.L.A •. head..;, 
( . . . 

. quarters before she came.,to Missour,i. Sh~ knew Patricia Blair. quite well. 

Patricia.Blair was the A.L.A;.Fj,lrn Advisor at the time. Ttfrough Kathryn 
. . . . 

• 'Mier• s acqu~tance with Pat:}cia, she•was, I suppos~ you riligh~ say, "tipped 

.· off•.~ to_ the· fact the Carnegie Corporation might experiment with a _state-wide 

circuit.· , 

Also,• I think there wa51 anot11er ;eason. There was a constitutional • : . . . ~ 

convention in Missouri just before·.1 went. there. I think the convention 
'.. • . ' , I- . 

must have l:feen in 1944 o~ l:945. Missouri was one of the first states· to 
, ' . . . __ .... . . , •. 

have written into_its·revis€d '~onatitut~9.p state responsibility for the 

develop~~nt of public library' if;ervic,e. K~~hryn Mier was in l~ge part 

responsible for getting thia·l~tle serttence in. Once this was-done,,the 
- < • ••• • ,. , 

state started gifing aici;to develop county libraries. 

~ . We had °the Bat War Standards. in those days· whi~h ~alked about larger ,: 
. . , . ' 

. •• 18 
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units of-public library service. And larger than ·a•rm.u:iicipality was a count~\ 

We in Missouri approached th~ develop~ent of lar~er units 'by first getting· , ;\ 

•,county tax.es vot_ed. The state was divided int:o- four sections and there were \ 
'. 1\ 

,four field consultants charged with the respansibility of intere~ting ·people 

in ~ounty tax lor co~ty1wide library servic,e. • I was one of those field 
p 

consultants. One year - I t~fnk in 194.7 - s~venteen counties voted the . , 

tax. And tlJis was such an exciting developmenb tl:lat 'it got national attention.~ 
• . . . . I •. 

Carl· Milam, the Executive Secretary, of A.L .• A:, invited us t~ hi:).Ve breakfast 
' t ' '-' • ,· \ \ 

with him in San Francisco at'i the annual c·onference, which was a gre~t honor 

and a great exci'ti~g adventure for we Mis,souri field workers. He said to 
. . '. " 

Kathryn Mier: I want to see. the people that pulled this off. And; oh, 
i . . . . ' • . • . 

~his was tt great, gre.at day for us. Maybe t~s attention w~s part of. the 

reason.Missouri was considered for the1 circuit. 

M~ of these county librro-ies were -in farming areas and.mountainous . . " . 
areas and in very rural are~s c-f the Ozarks where people had practically no 

' . > • -
experience with books of· any k'ind;,, We operate'd bookmobile$:i.n ·these counties 

~-~- . . 
and one of our polides was to• have··· therrt equipped to show films. This was . ·. 
before the film circuit and it -may ·also have 'contributed to the Carnegie -

Corporation's in\erest ~ u~. 
I 

P: Why were they equipped to show films? 
I ~ 

K: Because many of the people we were·contacting were non-readers or they 

r.ead poorly if at all. , Today. when we talk ~ut out-reach programs, programs 

for people who are r~luctant t'\ use traai,tional libraz_-ies,. I ofte~
1

go ~ack 

to this eixperience in the O zaris and remote areas of Mi_ssouri where we serve 

people at poverty levels who had no books but were very excited-'about these 
·1 ~ • 

f1 ms. . 
This is just a little anecdote but it' shows you how things happen •. In 

April 1948 I had some rather seriou~ ~~gery •. I had been travelling - working 

in those campaigns - and I became ill. So I just wasn't able to travel and 

.work at the pace I ha~ been. But.I)=ould d~ de~k work. Kathryn Mier ea.id 

to me, Ir· hink I'm going to'
1
get this· gPant. I wonder if you'd l:ik, to take 

over thi_ pr6gram. I s~id, But Mi~s ~ier I_ don't know anything abo~t films.· 

She said Well there aTSQ't a handful.of people irt the country who know any-
1 • . • . ' ' 

thing a1out films .for public libraries. You can learn. • ' 

So; for a year or two•~.well, all the tim~ I was in charg_e of the film . . ' 

circuit - I attended all the meetings of what was then called DAVI - the 
... 

Division of Audiovisual Education of NEA. And the·EFLA. ~eatings. And I ' . • 
J ." • 

19 
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werit to Chicago to Encyclopedia Br:ittanica and tci Coronet and -to everyplace 
I 

'I t::ould think of. I read the literature. I looked at films. I .just grew / 

with it. I had to. This _is what most public ~:if{arians_ in the business 
.Wet"e doing in those days. • ~ • : • . 

• Now, the film circuit. I think .it important to emphasise that the 

members participated in selecting the films. We brought in the public 
~ , I 

librarians to preview and select the films. And when they went back home they'd 

have preview sessions for community leaders and leaders of local organizations . 
' • ., ' 11 

~ and help them set up programs. When the film package arrive,d, the COU}lty • 

librarians were ready for it. They knew the films because they had selected .. . 

them. 

Now, I have been disassociated from the·film worl~ for years and years, 
• • I • ) 

but when I was State Liorarian in Wisconsin from 1956 to 1965 a· film circuit 

was de_veloped and it was,· and still is, directed by Jane Younger who was a • 
t ' 

M,issouri county librarian ~uring the film project. There is also a film 

service i,n the Oklahoma'State Department of Libraries ,set up by one of th9se 
I 

county librarians, Esther.Mae Henke. 

P: • You see how the"se seed project.s .• spre,ad•their roots. . 
. . '' ~- ' 

K:. You know lib~aries didn•t accept film.as.a library material until Worl~ 

War II and trLe years immediately following it. The ~dustry was gr<;,wing at 

that time. Projectors began to be prbducedt,at a reas6nable price and they; 

,were not so heavy. We ha~ to have lightweight projectors if! our bool:onobiles~ .. 

Companie~ like Encyclopedia •Brittarr.\-ca and. Coronet began· to dev~op films 

for classroom instruction. We used many of these. Nature films and travel 

films were particularly popular. The bookmobile itself was exc~ting. We 

tried to stock them with books of adult ~terP.st but at an easy r~ading level 

as far as we• could. · The film program was used to··attr~ct people to the book­

mobile, to stimulate interest in learning and widening hori'zons and that sort 

of thing. ~e showed films at 

county school hous~s at night 

with people.-

the bookroobile stops. We would go tp ~ 

and have a program~ The school wo~d(be packed 

P: In y.our Master• s Thesis you say as the librarians got more sophisticated about 

111-m's "fewer films were·consioer:ed_really useful". What did_you mean by that? 

K: I ~ve to put ~hat in the context_ of our overall obj~ctive: adult .education. 
There wer'e few goo~ films for adult education.· We were using classroom films '" 

because it was all we could find. Julian Bryan was one. of. the great film 
•' ,. 

. ' 
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'producers in those•d~s. Some of his films were controversial out they stimulated 

people. They stimulated discussion. And they were beautiful. .. 

P: The main thrust in those days was adult education? 

K: We tried to..J;mphasise service to adults but community needs often ;ncluded 

schools; The county librarians made a very special, effort to PfOiram films 

through adult organization channels •. They would not~y leaders that the film 
I. 

• package~had come and here's a list of what's in 't.he package. 
, , fl . . They'd try t~ • 

stimulate µiterest_. In 'those days we were trying very hard to distinguish 

pubic library service to school ·children from public library service to • ' (. . 
adul'!:,·s. , We t·ried to emphasise 'service to adults. 

. . , , , , ., ' , 

1-{e encm.~.raged showing the· film and having a discussion.:- really· getting 

\ the ftql .benefits from the film.. We didn't alway~ get ,thi·s. I think we havr 

to recognize that a lot of people don't warit to~be educated ••• They may want l . 
·,•1• . 

to but t_hey don't want to admit they do ••• They•ll go look at' so~ething but 
-

th~y don.' t want ..,.to be pressed ·for opinions or pressed for discussion. There 
.. ,;. \· •• '}~"- ' , 

~~ people who -are spe~tators in adult ed~cation. As disti~ished fromfeal 

• participants.~ Some\.people don•'t want to be bothered with hearing everyone's 

opinion arid making up their own mind. ? • 

P: Do 1ou think it• s more true today? '"Do you think television had conditioned , . 
people to just passively r~i ve things? • 

• K: . Not only ~evision but sports. This is such a sports oriented -part of 

the country. 

'J>: In tenns of participants or observers? · ~. 

K: As ·spectators. You know: go look, 'f$O ,.look.; ~are I suggest it. is a kind 
. ,l . . 

of illness of society? For instance, the current l)roblems of governmentt"' ' , 

Many people don't want to dig in: and learn what's wrong and do something 

about it.~ They.say, let•s not talk abo~t .it. I'm not -going to ·vote because 
·~ 

it's no use and that kind of talk. 

• P: Is that what you meant in your thesis when you said one of the shortcomings 

of the project was that "films have been shoWJPand.not used?" 

K: I was disappointed in Missouri when films were just shown. I felt films 

ought to stimulate._people to think ~d to tal~ ~d to ,act. - to become en)J.ghtened 
- . ' . 

citizens and m~e better decision,. and so" on. 
! • , ., ' 

P: ~n pre-paring yourself to administer the· film circu~t, did you use the 
• '' 

services of the A.L.A. Film Advisor? " • ,. 
' K: _Oh yes. Quit'e a bit. Pat Blair came to Missouri often. We were in close· 
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touch with her at all times. Of course, she-was l~arning_ too. . . 

• J 

. 
Evecyone 

1 

• was le~n:ing in those days; . 

P: Looking beyond Missouri, .do you think ~he A.L.A_. Film Advisor and the "' 
.. , . . 

• A.L.A. Film Office !played a very important role ·in developirlg 'film ser'V}.ce 

i~~ublic Ubraries in the natio; as~ whole?. · • . . . • 
~ . 
-K: They did indeed. By stimulating interest in ·films, publishing 'film ,.. . . . . • . . ' . . 

lists, helping us find films, and by giving A.L;A. 1s bless~ to th":is tie\-i, 

direction in iibrary servi.ce. The Film Office was very,' 1kry val~able ~d~d: -, 
I regretted: seeing ·.it abolished.. • 

• • * ~ 

P-: · The Film Office was also funded by t::b.~ Carnegie Corporation. I.n fact,· 

~en the Film ~orums of the early fortie~
7
that started the whole busi~ess 

of films in public librari~s were_Car"'negie funded. It seems doubtfuJ. th~t . . . 
public libr~ _f?-½ service wouJ.d be arzywhere near where it is today if it wasn't 

. . ... ' 

for these Carnegie grants* , •. /. 
K: I agree. . ,,.. 

P: ·aa~·M\ssouri. changed"-< 

K': I left· Missouri i~ 1950. I worked for A.L.A. for a few years, and then 

·was Wis·onsin Stat~ Libraria,,i. -The last few years I•ve been working for the 

Department· of Health, Education and- Welfare. •• • • . 

P: You· provided pretty strong guidance in. the Missouri 'sit~at✓. 
K: More guidance than I see exercised now in the~ film pr,_ograms.. I don' t 

·• . f• 

know ~h~thcr it', s because I was very conscientious and realized I was in a 

• n·ationa.l ~~monstra~ion, but I was doing everything I knew to carry out the 

objectives of adult ed.ucation through public libraries_ using films, which • 

·was a new idea. I do thinl< the Missouri film ci:rcuit' set the patte~n:for many 
.;, " , ' I 

other film.circuits. ' • 

·-P: What was the main function of .the film service iri Missouri? 

K·: We tried to r~ach the unreached. To stimulat.e their interest in le~ 

and reading· and so on. It was a great experience. 

\.:._ •. '(le· were so rural. Ou~ films wen~ out into the hinteriands, ~to.-the bacl~ 

• ~of the O~arks, into the farm areas of·Missourii In those days they haq 
- ~ . 

an awfuJ. -lot of rural one. roam schools. I nave wonderf~ Ko(iak .~ictures of 

the kinds of· roads we travelled with those bookmobiles.' We''took t:hem on 

roads that • •• I just don't know'f'how we made it. Fqr~ng qreeka and all the­

rest of it. In some pl~ces peopl~~had nev~r seen motion pic~a!ee·before. Of 

course they•d never seen bookmobiles. 
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I could t,ell you many storie~::~\\how men WO\lld come out of their', farm 
\'\ •. l. . ., l 

wagons - they'd come in farm wagons; . ',, the school where we were showing films -
' • ·\· • , go • • 

and come peer.· int:o the bookmobile. \t>riemember so well· one .man saying: I'm 
' \ \ , , . 

not. interested ii:i l>oeks,. ,,but I just ~~~ t:o·. see this truck. I said, Oh, 

pl_ease do come 'in. - And I s~owed· .. ~ ~~r.:re_,,'U~e motor was. ·: I~ pass~ throu~h 

.f the little bookmobile - these ware not ~i,g bookmobiles, they tlere small 

- ; •• -b6okmobiles. - they had tp. be. to make th~\Fads~;:;. his eye fell on a boo.k in •. ' , . ' 

." the tra~el section 0:1 Okinawa. He pad h~, k son':'killed during the war in Okinawa 
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.. . ,, . . . . . ~ . . ' , ... 
QIId, bf course, this .struck a chord with him. And he took the book and told 

' f' • • • 

me about his son •. _He said, I've always wanted to know more about. that place. 

I said, ·why 9,0n•t-you take·this book. ·"so 'he_ did and he became a very good 
) : • , :,,_·,• • I 

friend-of ours ~d a· user.• But the idea was it was the truck that got him· / 
' , i • .. , •, 

to come ins_ide. We found this happened a lot with the. films. toe;,. They'd 

come just" out of curiosity mid. then they'd find they really like~ wat~rfu}g 
♦ ~ ' . ' • • ,. • •• 

films. Somet1;111es we would~ iet discusston. But .often they wo~_~)>e. very shy .. _ ... 

The•.people were very shy ~ec.ause i~ was• all so ._ne'f to them •. __ : ~~-:~-, \: ;~.>~· -~ _ 

.. They learned_ something a'bout .. the outsi~e w6rld'·from those .~s~~-}~i~~ •· .. 
s~owed. trave~ films ~. pe_ople who hadn'\ been_ a t)undred. miles:Jrom;whe~-e ·:;~~~-~~k;·.~ 0 

. _lived _in. t.~.eir whole l~ .. El!3• I don't bel:1-eve I Ive· ever t? -~ my cw;ey:\ ~ ~~ : . :~·'. . 

librarian_s~p' tiad a more sat±~~~ ·~erience than the' {~{fears .l, BPE:_fit.::,: \·-~-:f\\, • ~ 
in Missouri •. ·Things w~re moving •. We had this ,new state.~d p~ram, libr:~s. • • 

were being establi~hed ~ alo~· came the film.: ;We wer~/~#e:~f~el~-se··;knitt. •. ' 

_group of librarians. ~tWQrffed hard tog~ther. :·&tery :::,:'~:- ,. -~-~~-.h~d-:- 1.t.::t{~s,. 
very hard work. Librarie~ere established with l'~he t <: ' /·ttiey;' <i get : a - ' '' • 

'\" • • . ' . ' i •' • ' : ' • :., . 

librarian and a bookmobil.e and start buil<;ling something~ There was a great: ·.,,, . . ~ . . . 
,I 

spirit of building·and,expepmenting and·reaching'.out and·aJ.l thes~·goodthings~ 
• 1 ,\ • • ~ V .• .. 

_ I'm sure the Nfss?uri experience in the forties was outstanding. I can't 
I • • I • • ••,'.••• 

overestimate the role of 'Kathryn Mier. The State Library Comission was a dead • 

, agency w'Ken she took .it over - I think in 1944. \:Went there in 1946. • • 
. ' ' . , " 

Kathryn l~ft Missouri when.it _was discovered that in her zeal, she had been _4 . ~ 

overspending her budget. I can't tell.you"'how much I owe to her·as ~.,notivator, . "•.,.. 

as a leader, as a person' to realtly fire people up about libraries- ~.net' library, 

services. She .did this to me. When !r went thez'e,. I .was interested in libraries 
. • . t . .. . , 

but I wa~n•t aU fired up to kill myself; ,which is what"I almost did in Missouri.-

because it was such hard work. But such exciting woz:k !' 
, 
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When Kathryn. left., I was Act~ State Librari~ for ,ten roon~s. The State 

Library ,Commission c.ame to ·me ·anq. asked me ·if I would serve until they cau:J.d 
' . . / .. 

find a man. I was.a clirect object of discrimination against women. I had 

invest~d so much blood, sweat an~ .te.a;-s iii the state• s library program, I 
4J, • • .. 

agreed to try :t;.o hold 1it together, for I loveo. Missouri. If this hadn't 

happened, I might still be in Missouri. for·all I know. Beca~se I reall~ 

loved it. ~ 
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