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Group pursues 
library branch 
in Marthasville. 
Met with representatives 

from Scenic Regional 
By Cindy Gladden 

CORRESPONDENT 

A committee of Marthasville-area residents 
committed to seeing a library in Marthasville 
met with the Scenic Regional Library's Board of 
Directors on Oct. 19 to appeal for a local branch. 

Committee members, comprised of retired 
educators and community leaders, believe the 
time has come to benefit directly from library 
tax dollars paid by people in a 100-square-mile 
area of southern Warren County. 

Members of the committee say representa
tives from the Scenic Regional Library system 
encouraged area taxpayers to vote yes for a tax 
increase proposed in 2014, saying there was a. 
good chance Marthasville would get its own Ii~ 
brary. 

Don Deeker, retired pastor and a member of 
the committee, said he took that information to 
heart. 

"Even though I probably would have voted 
for it anyway, I then encouraged others to vote 
to pass the tax. It's time to benefit from our tax 
dollars," Deeker said. 

Mayor David Lange said he believes Marthas
ville and southern Warren County needs to be 
at the "top of the list" for _a library branch. 

"We are a growing community," said Lange. 
"We are looking to get a commitment that we 
will get a branch." 

There are nine branches in the surrounding 
area serving Franklin, Gasconade and Warren 
counties, including locations in Hermann, New 
Haven, Owensville, Pacific, St. Clair, Sullivan, 
Union, Warrenton and Wright City. 

Angie Hilbert, chairman for the committee, 
said the,Y can offer a unique way to help the li
brary system get started in Marthasville. The 
Rusche Park Board in Marthasville manages 
property given to them by the estate of Helen 

See LIBRARY Page 2A 



• Warrenton Lions Club meeting, 
Lions Club Hall, Fairgrounds, War
renton, 6 pm 
• Warren County Commission, 
County Administration Building, 
9am 
• Grief Group, Martin Funeral 
Home, 6-7:30 pm 
• Marine Corps League Detach
ment 1393, Elks Lodge, Warren
ton, 7pm 
• Warrenton Senior Center Bin
go, 12:30 - 2 pm, 501 Ashland 
• Reese's Reads Book Club, War
renton Scenic Library, 5:30 pm 
• Wright City Fire Protection 
District Fire Corps meet ing, Fire
house #1, 6 pm 
• Warrenton Church of God 
Rummage Sale, 7am - 6pm, 25162 
HWY47 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBERS 
• Rock N Roll Bingo Night to 
benefit Local Child Advocacy 
Center, Pezold Banquet Center 
in Cottleville, 6 pm. call 636-332-
0899 for details. 
• Warrenton Church of God 
Rummage Sale, 7am - 6pm, 25162 
HWY47 
• Marthasville Community Club, 
Chicken & Fish Dinner, 5-7 pm, 
Marthasville Community Club 
• Wright City Kiwanis Pancake 
& Sausage Supper, Wright City 
Lions Club, 5-8 pm, 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
• The Warren County Chapter 
of Missouri Right to Life meeting, 
Fellowship Baptist church, War
renton, 9:30 am 
• Warrenton Church of God 
Rummage Sale, 7 am - 1 pm , 25162 
HWY47 
• Kiwanis Books & Bingo, Wright 
City Lions Club, 5:3o pm, Regis
tration: http://k19481.site.kiwanis. 
erg/books-bingo/ 
• Alcholics Anyonymous Group 
452, 9 am, Abundant Life Church, 
21209 North Service Road, War
renton, 9 am 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
• American Legion Post 180 Bin
go, Marthasville, 1:30 pm 
• St. Johns United Church of 
Christ, Sausage Dinner, 60 Jo
hannes Land Cappeln MO 63348, 
llam-6pm 
• St. Pauls U.C.C. Chili/Soup 
Roast Beef Sandwich Lunch, 11 
am - 2 pm, 103 S. Second St. Mar
thasville 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
• Warren County Commission, 
County Administration Building, 
9am 
• Alcoholics Anonymous Group 
130 meeting, Fellowship Baptist 
Church, 7pm 
• Al-Anon, College United Meth
odist Church, Warrenton, 7 pm 
• Innsbrook Board of Trustees, 
5 pm, via Zoom: villageoflnns-

o.ok..on!_hoa.rckof.=trnstees/ 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY - Residents of Marthasville are pushing to get a local branch of 
the Scenic Regional Library. Pictured here is a view of the interior of the library in Wright 
City, showing what can be offered in a smaller community. Adam Rollins photo. 
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Rusche. Her vis10n and 
wishes included using the 
designated property for a 
museum and library. 

The museum exists as 
the Grabs Museum along 
Highway D in Marthas
ville. Separate lots in the 
park, which could be sold 
to the library district at 
an affordable cost, are 
directly across the street 
from the museum. The 
location would be cen
tral to the residents and 
within walking distance 
of Marthasville Elemen
tary School. 

"It's our time " said 
Hilbert. "We app;oached 
them in 2017 and they 
didn't have the money for 
it. We are trying again." 

Committee member 
• 

Diane Freese attend
ed the meeting with the 
board and said Scenic 
Regional representatives 
were receptive to the re
quest, but reported mon
ey was not available at 
this time, that they were 
"bonded out." 

The library district sug
gested that a library ki
osk, essentially a vending 
machine for books, might 
be a good alternative that 
they are researching at 
this time. But committee 
members aren't interest
ed in this idea. 

"A kiosk machine can't 
have story time for the 
kitls, or free Wi-Fi, or 
study rooms or meet
ing rooms," said Mayor 
Lange. 

"It's about communi
ty," Hilbert said. "Hav
ing a library can help 
make our community 
stronger." 

Hilbert said they are 

looking for a physical li
brary location where pro
grams, meeting rooms, 
activities for children and 
community gatherings 
might be possible. She 
said it would be similar 
to a story hour program 
recently begun at the 
local Charrette Baptist 
Church. 

"We're not looking for 
a branch just for the city 
of Marthasville," said 
Lange. "We're looking for 
a branch for the whole 
63357 zip code. The pop
ulation of Marthasville 
is 1,200, but there are 
5,500 people in our zip 
code area." 

Hilbert said the com
mittee will continue dis
cussing the outcome of 
the meeting with the li
brary district and make 
plans for the next step 
in bringing a Scenic Re
gional Library branch to 
the Marthasville area. 

Program to help low income people 
pay water bills if cities sign up 

By Adam Rollins 
STAFF WRITER 
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through the state, then the state no
tifies NECAC," said NECAC Deputy 
Director Janice Robinson. "Not many 
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or homeless. We 
very close eye on 

Homeless peo1 
often drawn to ti 
parks because ti 
seen as safe place 
are fairly cheap 
showers and batl: 
and people can 
out of 30 days 
same place. 

"We have lots 
sources now to ht 
ple," she said. ... 
them connected 
outreach worker 
ed by the Depart1 
Mental Health." 

Carson said thi 
ers can also provi 
cial stabilization 
to offer help to 1 

individuals. Peo1 
be transported tc 
place by rangers 
is an acute need. 

Other servicei 
rangers offer 
self-defense cla 
groups who often 
ride the Katy, ed 
programs for s· 
and Scouts, or tra 
for seniors. The 
ment will also · 
rangers who also 
naturalists, accoi 
ing hikers into it 
parks. 

Carson said shi 
people will repo 
picious activity ' 
terns of crime to t 
rangers. The rang 
increase patrols i 
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for the early ch 
program to expan 
second building a 
to its existing loca 

"This would allc 
double the capacit 
preschools," said 
"We plan as part 
pre-K expansion · 
what's called tran 


