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Pruitt, if he could have
seen the response by the
caring people of Back-
stoppers, -he would have
rested easy.

Jeff Backhaus, cha1r~

‘man of the Warren Coun-

ty Backstoppers organiza-
tion, said the people from

this' county are eager to

donate each year. They
also are ready to empty

their wallets during the
- oral auction, He said he

often gets calls from do-

lts, : essing,
handcrafted wooden
flags, crossbows or pedal
fire trucks.
Backhaus said organiz-

eI's are once again grate-
~ful for the outpouring of

generosity from the com-

munity. .

* Other first responders
remembered from War-
ten County are Paul Fric-
ke and Vernon Seals.
Fricke, employed by
the Hawk Point Police
Department and  the

- Warren County Sheriffls.

cle during a call and died
in 2002. ; _

Backstoppers was
founded in 1959. A
30-member board of di-
rectors manages the fi-
nancial support offered
to families. The organiza-
tion believes it is obligat-
ed to care for “the loved
ones of those who have
protected us.”

To learn more about
the organization, wisit
backstoppers@backstop-
pers.org.
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Truesdale aldermen ex-
pressed a cautious opti-

mism toward the propos-
al, but said there are some

challenges that -would
come with it. Primarily,
Truesdale would have to

~add police staff to ade-
quately patrol the area,

and  would eventually
assume the cost of main-
taining streets, lights and

_ utilities,

Mayor Chris Watson ex-

v pects the city’s staff might

double in size along with
the town's : population.
He's hopeful that eity hall
would have time to adjust
as the development pro-
gresses.

“This is going to be in
phases. It's not like they’re
going to have all these

done within the first year,”
Watson commented,
“They're looking at prob-
ably a three- to five-year
process to fill this, With
additional real estate and

_property tax income (from
‘the project), it's going to
‘open up opportunities for

the city to hire more per-
sonnel,”

Watson said the city’s
other concern is how the
development will affect
homeowners in the Her-
itage Hills subdivision,
which is directly adjacent
to the west side of the de-
velopment area.

For that reason, the gity
is seeking input from res-

_idents before giving final

approval to the project. A
date hasn’t but the board
of aldermen plans to hold

- a town hall meeting for
‘residents to ask questions

and express any concerns.
The large population in-
flux will inevitably include

i

many school-age children,
Watson added, so he also
hopes to have input from
the Warren County R-IIT
School District.

Unless presented with
a major concern, Watson
predicted the board of
aldermen is likely to ap-
prove the development.

“We are substantially
growmg year after year.
It's amazing,” Watson
commented. “The biggest
issues that we run into are
growing pains, It's things
we run into that we've
never dealt with before.
It's a day—by-day learning
experience.’

The next step-for the

developers is to secure

sewer service from the
city of Warrenton. Once

that’s done, Watson said -

Truesdale will schedule a
town hall meeting. A final
decision from the board
of aldermen would come
after that,
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