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LIBRARY

CONTINUED FROM 1U

games and activities
for kids. Campbell said

the idea was to give

young kids a free place
to play indoors. The
area has a giant touch-
screen tablet, LEGO
tables, magnet walls
and other activities.
Near the children’s
area is the teen sec-
tion., Campbell said
the colors of the sec-

tion, red and black, are -

meant to invoke Union
High School. The area
features books geared
for teens, laptop tables
and comfortable seat-
ing.

In the back of the
library is the adult
lounge. The area has a
fireplace, seating and
a coffee machine. For
$1 patrons can pur-
chase a cup, Campbell
said.

Seating is  spread
throughout the library.
Some areas are “pods”
meant to provide pri-
vacy for people work-
ing. Others are meant
to relax.

Each
power hook-up nearby
so people can charge
their devices. Camp-
bell said the front desk
has phone chargers
available to check out.

seat has a °

Additionally, the fa-
cility has three outdoor
patios with seating,
drive-up book drop,
three study rooms and
other amenities.

Total costs were es-
timated between $6
million to $6.5 mil-
lion. The project was
made possible by the
library’s = first-ever
voter-approved tax in-
crease in 2014.

.Construction on the
library started in the
summer of 2018, A for-
mal  groundbreaking
was held in May 2018.

The facility cel-
ebrated the opening
with a grand opening
Sept. 14,

“T can’t describe

how excited we are to

be able to provide this
new  state-of-the-art
facility to the residents

~of Union and outlying

areas,” Campbell
at the event. .
Campbell also
thanked the contrac-
tor, Wright Construc-
tion," and architect,
JEMA, for their work.

said

Franklin County
Presiding Commis-
sioner Tim Brinker

also spoke at the cer-
emony. Brinker talked
about how fitting it

‘Wwas that the library
opened during the
county’s bicentennial.
He said this year has
been about reflecting
how far the county has
‘come and the new li-
brary is a shining sym-
bol of progress.

-Missouri State  Li- -

brarian Robin West-
phal also addressed
the crowd. She praised
the new facility and
talked about the many
ways it can be used.
Westphal encouraged
everyone to get their
library card and use
the facility regularly.

The final speaker
was Missouri Secre-
tary of State Jay Ash-
croft. His office over-
. sees the state libraries.

Ashcroft also said he
“was impressed by the
new facility. He said
the library is a place
“that brings the icom-
munity together. He
called it the new town
square for the city.

Since opening,
Campbell reported
an increase in atten-
dance. Preschool story
time, which is held
on Wednesdays and
Saturdays, reported. a
sharp spike in atten-
dance,



Union Library Hosting
Events in January

Scenic Regional Li-
brary’s Union branch
is kicking off the new
year with a full slate of
events in January.

Most events require
registration, which can
be done by calling 636-
583-3224, or stopping
by the branch, or by
visiting scenicregional.
org.

Adult Programs

The first program
of the new year will be
Kindness is Cool. The
event will take place
in one of the library’s
meeting rooms.

At the event, guest
will knit or crochet a
warm scarf that will
be left at the library
anonymously for those
in need during the up-
coming cold weather.
Lessons in how to knit
or crochet will be of-
fered.

Guests are encour-
aged to bring their own
knitting needles and
crochet hook. The li-
brary will provide the
yarn.

The next program for
adults will be Thurs-
day, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m.
Every month the li-
brary hosts book bingo
where guests play mul-
tiple rounds of bingo.

The winner of each
round receives a free
book. In January, the
event is moving to the
evenings.

The Hooked on
~ Books book club will

have its monthly meet-
ing Thursday, Jan. 16,
at 6 p.m. This month
the group will discuss

J

“The House Girl” by

Tara Conklin.
Kid and Teen
Programs

Union branch o

time will repeat on Sat-
urdays, also at 10 a.m,
The event features sto-
ries, songs and crafts
for the youngest li-
brary patrons.

Also in January, the
library will continue
hosting Dungeons and
Dragons events. The
session is for anyone
interested in learning
how to play D&D or for

anyone looking for an-°

other game and want-

ing to meet new play-

ers.
All

are  welcome

to join. Sessions will

be the first and third
Tuesdays of the month
starting at 5 p.m.

A snowy movie night
will be Tuesday, Jan.
14, starting at 4 p.m.
The event is for the
whole family. :

Guests are encour-
aged to bring a blanket
and pillow for extra co-
ziness. :

Reading to Rover
also is scheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 23. The
event will give young
readers a chance to
practice their skills by
reading to service dogs.
The event starts at &

.m.
The month will close

out with book bingo for
kids Tuesday, Jan. 28,
at 4 p.m. Like the adult
version, guests will
play games of bingo to

win free books. :
Computer Programs

The Union branch
also will offer three
computer classes in
January. Registration
is required for all com-
puter classes. _

‘Microsoft Word: A
Tour will be offered
Friday, Jan. 17, from
10 to 11 a.m. Students
will learn how Word is |
organized with a focus |
on the ribbon.

The-next class will
be offered Thursday,
Jan. 23, from 2 to 3
p.m. The class will be
about the cloud library.

Students will learn
how to use and access
electronic books and
audiobooks from the
cloud library.

-The final computer
class of the month will
be Wednesday, Jan, 29,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The session of the Take
a Ticket technology tu-
tor will allow students
to bring their own de-
vices and have one-on-
one help for a 30-min-
ute session.

Library Story Time

Preschool story time
will continue at the new
! f the
Scenic Regional Library.
The sessions will be
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
‘The story time will re-
|peat Saturdays, also at
ilO»a.m.

Preschool story time

will continue through-
out the month of Janu-
ary. The sessions will
be held on Wednesdays
at 10 a.m. The story




