EIN WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2023

THE MISSOURIAN

Historical author to
visit Pacific Library

By Antjea Wolff

wolffa@emissourian.com

This Thursday, the
Scenic Regional Li-
brary Pacific Branch
will host John Lau-
nius for a presentation
based on his book “The
Life and Times of Mis-
souri’s Charles Par-
sons: Between Art and
War.”

Starting at 6 p.m.,
Launius said, he will be
talking about Parsons,
a successful 19th Cen-
tury banker who made
a positive impact in the
St. Louis area through
his philanthropy.

“I think people will
come away from the
experience really in-
spired to know more
about their history and
also how they can emu-
late the positive and
good things they see in
others,” he said.

After the presenta-
tion, Launius said, he
will donate $5 to the li-
brary for every book he
sells during his visit.

Launius first be-
came interested in
learning about Parsons
when he was recruited
by the Mildred Lane
Kemper Art Museum
at Washington Uni-
versity to look at some
artwork that had been
mislabeled. Launius
said that one person’s
name appeared as the
donor on many of the
pieces: Charles Par-
sons.

Parsons lived from
1824 to 1905. At the
beginning of the Civil
War, Parsons traveled
to St. Louis to serve

el his brothker’s

"""""" The two
brothers were responsi-
ble for moving and sup-
plying Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant’s and Gen. Wil-

i

liam Tecumseh Sher-
man’s armies along the
Mississippi River.

Parsons was also
one of the big advo-
cates of putting the
United States on the
gold standard rather
than the silver stan-
dard. For the 1893 Chi-
cago World’s Fair he
was chosen to be the
head of the Congress of
Bankers representing
all international bank-
ers. This became the
model for the 1904 St.
Louis World’s Fair.

Parsons helped
found the St. Louis
School and Museum of
Fine Arts in 1881, the
first museum west of
the Mississippi. The
museum would later
become the St. Louis
Art Museum in Forest
Park, and the Mildred
Lane Kemper Art Mu-
seum.

Two of the mum-
mies in the St. Louis
Art Museum were pur-
chased by Parsons in
Egypt. He wanted them
to be on display for all
people free of charge.
Parsons and some of
his business associates
were influential in the
process of making the
St. Louis Art Museum
free to the public, be-
cause they wanted art
to be available to ev-
eryone.

Parsons and his wife
also supported the
first female sculptor to
achieve international
recognition, Harriet
Hosmer. She traveled
to St. Louis to study
under a few of Parsons’
friends after being de-

" nied the opportunity to

study in Boston.

“Basically what
this book does is that
it traces the life of an
individual who used
business to improve
the common good for
all people,” Launius
said.

During the presen-
tation at the library,
Launius said he will be
demonstrating Japa-
nese fragrances, which
he has studied exten-
sively and also hap-
pens to have been one
of Parsons’ interests.

For Missouri’s Bi-
centennial, Launius’s
book was used to help
explain the develop-
ment of art in the 19th
Century during the St.
Louis Art Museum’s
Art Along the Rivers
show.

Launius holds a
bachelor of arts degree
from Webster Univer-
sity. He also studied at
Washington Universi-
ty in St. Louis, DePaul
University’s Goodman
School of Theatre and
The Second City in Chi-
cago. Over the years,
Launius has worked
in government, educa-
tion and all forms of
media.

Launius said ‘he is
currently in the final
stages of his second
book “Love and Let-
ters in World War
I1,” which is about his
grandparents’ love let-
ters and the historical
events that coincided
with the letters.

Tis the season

Wanda Zeitzmann adds a bow to the bar
front yard, which already contained lights
Street in Washington. Zeitzmann said he
tree as tall as the home to the side of the h
giving and has been doing so for six decac

Parks & Rec 1o ¢
bag recycling cl

By Antjea Wolff

wolffa@emissourian.com

The Washington
Parks and Recreation
Department plans to
participate in a plastic
bag recycling challenge
that could result in the
city receiving a free out-
_door bench. ;

During the Parks &
Recreation Commission
meeting Wednesday, Di-
rector Wayne Dunker
gave commissioners in-
formation on a recycling
program the department
will soon implement.
Dunker said Parks Com-
missioner Betty Werner
brought the idea to his
attention.

NexTrex, a branch of
the company Trex, of-
fers recycling challenges
to K-12 schools as well as
civic, religious and uni-
versity organizations. If
the organization collects

1,000 pounds
of plastic bags
months, NexTrex
ward them with :
door bench.
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