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seating area with a fire-
place, booth seating and
a cafe where patrons
can get coffee, hot choc-
olate and other treats.
Adjacent to the adult
seating area there is an
adult patio.

In addition to the new
seating and play areas,
there are two private
study rooms and a meet-
ing room that can be
booked. There are also
power towers through-
out the library where
cellphones and other
electronic devices can be
charged.

Highlights
Bell said the library

experienced a "huge
surge" in foot traffic,
book circulation and
computer usage after
the building doubled in
size, but that jump did
not happen until last
year.

Last year the library
saw a 25 percent in-
crease from 2018 in
items circulation. In
2019 it had a total of
48,848 items circulat-
ed.

The library regis-
tered 763 new patrons
which was a jump from
2018 where it only re-
ceived 532.

Bell said it became
a focus to meet that
growth with "innova-
tive programing."

With that in mind,
the library hosted its
Return to Hogwarts
Event Jan. 18. The
event was themed af-
ter the "Harry Potter"
series. Kids were able
to enjoy a magical ex-
perience of practicing
spells and wizardry.

Bell said children
programs notably grew
the most in 2019, with
new events and boosts
in attendance.

The library also
saw an increase in at-
tendance for preschool
qf nrrr ti m p Rel I re-

attendance is between
20 and 22 kids, which
is almost double the
amount the library saw
in 2018.

The Read Build PIay
program was changed
last year to the first
Saturday of every
month rather than ev-
ery Saturday.

"By making it once
a month we hoped it
would become more of
a novelty event for the
kids," BeII explained.

Other events held
in 2019 were Rubik's
Cube 101 and Earth
Day Games, which
were well attended.

Attendance numbers
for adult programs re-
mained steady for the
year, Bell said. Book
clubs were a big hit for
adults.

Bell noted that the
biggest success the Ii-
brary had in 2019 were
the two adult program
events that vary every
month. Noting that the
most successful was the
folded book art, which
took place in February
of last year.

Another addition
was a designated table
for people to solve puz-
zles that are put out.

More in2O2O
BeII said the St. Clair

Library hit the ground
running in 2020, host-
ing its annual Return
to Hogwarts. The event
was 'much larger in
scale and had an in-
crease in attendance.

"This event was big-
ger and better than
ever," she stated.

Bell added that the
new additions made it
more of a family event.
This year the library
set up its meeting room
to look like the dining
hall in "Harry Potter,"
where refreshments
were served. Partici-
pants were sorted into
the different houses
at Hogwarts and then
rnsdp their own hut-

The library will add
a community garden
this year, which is spon-
sored by the Friends of
the Library Group. The
garden will contain
14 vegetable beds and
eight flower/herb beds.

One bed can be
checked out per house-
hold, group, class or or-
ganization.

An informational
session on the commu-
nity garden will be held
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 2
p.m. for those interest-
ed in checking out one.
A dedication is planned
for Saturday, March 21.

In addition to the
garden, there will be
new programs related
to gardening that will
come later this spring
and summer.

This year's sum-
mer reading program
will be Imagine Your
Story, which will focus
on books on fairy tales,
mythology and fanta-
sles.

For more informa-
tion on the St. Clair Li-
brary and its upcoming
events, visit http ://www.
sccl.lib.mi.us/, its Face-
book page at stclair-
branch or instagram at
stclairbranches.

ing nominations for the
Community Award, Ed-
ucator of the Year, Out-
standing Young Man/
Woman of the Year and
Spiritual Leader of the
Year.

The deadline to sub-
mit a nomination is
Monday, Feb.24.

Nomination forms
can be picked up at the
St. Clair Area Cham-
ber of Commerce office
located at 960 St. Clair
Plaza Drive or online
under the resource
tab at http://stclair-
mo. org/coc/index. php/
rAsorr rep-m enrr/form s-
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